
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

OCT O7 2021 

To the Members of the California State Assembly: 

I am returning Assembly Bill 339 without my signature. 

This bill requires, until December 31, 2023, that city councils and boards of 
supervisors in jurisdictions with over 250,000 residents provide both in-person and 
teleconference options for the public to attend their meetings. 

While I appreciate the author's intent to increase transparency and public 
participation in certain local government meetings, this bill would set a 
precedent of tying public access requirements to the population of jurisdictions. 
This patchwork approach may lead to public confusion. Further, AB 339 limits 
flexibility and increases costs for the affected local jurisdictions trying to manage 
their meetings. 

Additionally, this bill requires in-person participation during a declared state of 
emergency unless there is a law prohibiting in-person meetings in those 
situations. This could put the health and safety of the public and employees at 
risk depending on the nature of the declared emergency. 

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM • SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 • (916) 445-2841 

~ 



I recently signed urgency legislation that provides the authority and procedures 
for local entities to meet remotely during a declared state of emergency. I 
remain open to revisions to the Brown Act to modernize and increase public 
access, while protecting public health and safety. Unfortunately, the approach 
in this bill may have unintended consequences. 


