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Veto 1 

House Bill 935 would create the Recorder's Court of Gwinnett County. At the request 
of the bill’s sponsor, I VETO HOUSE BILL 935. 

 

Veto 2 

House Bill 991 creates the Healthcare Transparency and Accountability Oversight 
Committee which would “have the authority to review the performance and conduct of all 
state healthcare plan contractors and their subcontractors.” The Committee would be 
comprised of nine members: one physician, one pharmacist, and one consumer member 
who is a member of the State Health Benefit Plan. The other six members would be 
members of the General Assembly, with two appointments by the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, and Speaker respectively. The Committee would be vested with the authority 
to  request and review records relating to state healthcare plan contractors and their 
subcontractors, submit written questions and compel responses from the Department of 
Community Health and other entities, prepare recommendations on contracting, prepare 
recommendations on legislative initiatives, retain third-party consultants, and request an 
audit of any contractor or subcontractor with the Department of Audits and Accounts. 
The bill would further require contractors and subcontractors to make their records 
available to the Committee within thirty days of the request and provide an annual report 
to the Committee for reports and statements relative to their performance of the state 
contract.  

The Georgia Constitution provides that “[t]he legislative, judicial, and executive powers 
shall forever remain separate and distinct; and no person discharging the duties of one 
shall at the same time exercise the functions of either of the others except as herein 
provided.” GA. CONST. art. I, § 2, ¶ III.  Further, Code Section 16-10-9 makes it unlawful 
for members of the General Assembly to hold office “… in the executive branch of the state 
government or any agency thereof…” O.C.G.A. § 16-10-9(a)(1). A violation of such law is 
punishable as a misdemeanor. O.C.G.A. § 16-10-9(b).   

As the Georgia Supreme Court has warned, the doctrine of the separation of powers “is 
the means by which ‘democracy undertakes to preserve the liberties of the people from 


