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                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 251 
  
TO THE ASSEMBLY: 
  
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill: 
  
Assembly Bill Number 7456-A, entitled: 
  
    "AN ACT relating to establishing the flood mitigation and prevention 
      task  force;  and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon 
      expiration thereof" 
  
    NOT APPROVED 
  
  This bill would establish a flood mitigation and flood prevention task 
force based within  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation. Various State agencies and local governments would appoint 
members, with the goal of identifying regions most affected by flooding, 
prioritizing  mitigation  efforts,  identifying  sources of funding, and 
supporting additional research on mitigation efforts. 
  
  The intent of this bill is commendable, and I recognize  the  critical 
need  to  protect the State from severe weather such as floods. However, 
the bill is duplicative of several on-going  task  forces  and  councils 
studying  flooding  and flood response in the State, including Resilient 
NY, the Disaster Preparedness  Commission,  the  Flood  Mitigation  Task 
Force within the Canal Corporation, the Rockland-Bergen Flood Mitigation 
Council,  the  New  York  State 2100 Commission, the Sea Level Rise Task 
Force, and the Delaware River  Basin  Commission,  all  of  which  study 
flooding and emergency preparedness both statewide and in targeted areas 
where  severe  flooding  is  known to occur. Additionally, this year the 
Lake Ontario Resiliency and Economic Development  Initiative  Commission 
was  formed,  which  is  charged  with  developing an approach to harden 
infrastructure along waterfront while strengthening the  region's  local 
economies. 
  
  I  have  vetoed  similar  or identical bills in the past several years 
because the costs imposed were not accounted for in the  State's  finan- 
cial  plan.  As this bill would impose costs on the State without appro- 
priating any funding to cover those costs, it would be more appropriate- 
ly discussed  during  the  budget  process.  For  these  reasons,  I  am 
constrained to veto this bill. 
  
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 
  
                               __________ 


