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S5294-A  RAMOS  Same as A 7431-B  Rozic  
Vehicle and Traffic Law
TITLE....Relates to bicycles with electronic assist and electric scooters
This bill is not active in the current session.
04/23/19 REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION
06/16/19 AMEND (T) AND RECOMMIT TO TRANSPORTATION
06/16/19 PRINT NUMBER 5294A
06/18/19 COMMITTEE DISCHARGED AND COMMITTED TO RULES
06/18/19 ORDERED TO THIRD READING CAL.1667
06/19/19 PASSED SENATE
06/19/19 DELIVERED TO ASSEMBLY
06/19/19 referred to codes
06/20/19 substituted for a7431b
06/20/19 ordered to third reading rules cal.650
06/20/19 passed assembly
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12/24/19 DELIVERED TO GOVERNOR
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                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 280 
  
TO THE SENATE: 
  
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bills: 
  
Senate Bill Number 5294-A, entitled: 
  
    "AN  ACT  to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to bicy- 
      cles with electric assist and electric scooters; and providing for 
      the repeal of certain provisions upon the expiration thereof" 
  
Senate Bill Number 6597, entitled: 
  
    "AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to  making 
      technical  corrections  to  provisions  relating  to bicycles with 
      electric assist and electric scooters" 
  
    NOT APPROVED 
  
  This bill would authorize the use of electronic  bikes  (e-bikes)  and 
electronic scooters (e-scooters) statewide. 
  
  As  part  of  the  2019  Executive budget, I included legislation that 
would legalize e-bikes and e-scooters if authorized by a  locality.  The 
proposal  contained a number of safety measures, including a lower speed 
limit, restrictions on where such e-bikes and e-scooters could be  oper- 
ated,  a  prohibition against operating while impaired by drugs or alco- 
hol, a helmet requirement, mandatory front and rear lights, and a manda- 
tory bell on each mode of conveyance. 
  
  The Legislature's proposal inexplicably omitted several of the  safety 
measures included in the budget proposal. Failure to include these basic 
measures renders this legislation fatally flawed. 
  
  Indeed,  a recent study published in the American Journal of Otolaryn- 
gology concluded that head injuries have tripled in the past  ten  years 
due  to the use of these motorized vehicles, and of these injuries, two- 
thirds of the victims were not wearing helmets. Helmets  are  a  common- 
sense  requirement that should be imposed on operators of these vehicles 
to protect public safety. 
  
  Specifically with respect to e-bikes, the throttle motor that allows a 
rider to increase speed without pedaling renders e-bikes  indistinguish- 
able from mopeds, which are already regulated and require license plates 
and drivers licenses. 
  
  E-bikes  and  e-scooters  carry  the  potential to be a useful tool in 
changing the way we travel and reducing greenhouse gas  emissions.  They 
do, however, carry significant safety concerns. A number of recent acci- 
dents, including the tragic death of a 16 year old boy in Elizabeth, NJ, 
demonstrates  clearly  that e-bikes and e-scooters must be carefully and 
responsibly regulated. As such, I am constrained to veto this bill.    I 
look  forward  to  continuing  this  discussion  in the 2020 legislative 
session. 
  
  These bills are disapproved.                (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 
  
                               __________ 


