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                        VETO MESSAGE - No. 205 

 

TO THE SENATE: 

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bills: 

 

Senate Bill number 2482-C, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  education law, in relation to the New York 

     state masters-in-education teacher incentive scholarship program" 

 

Senate Bill number 6089, entitled: 

 

   "AN ACT to amend chapter 507  of  the  laws  of  1974,  relating  to 

     providing for the apportionment of state monies to certain nonpub- 

     lic  schools,  to  reimburse  them for their expenses in complying 

     with certain state requirements for the  administration  of  state 

     testing  and  evaluation  programs  and for participation in state 

     programs for the reporting of basic educational data, in  relation 

     to  the  calculation  of nonpublic schools' eligibility to receive 

     aid" 

 

TO THE ASSEMBLY: 

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bills: 

 

Assembly Bill number 934-A, entitled: 

 

   "AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to  state  appropri- 

     ations to the state university of New York and the city university 

     of New York" 

 

Assembly Bill number 967, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to  amend  the state finance law, in relation to five-year 

     capital plans for the state university of New York  and  the  city 

     university of New York" 

 

Assembly Bill number 1808-A, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  education law, in relation to the New York 

     state science, technology, engineering and  mathematics  incentive 

     program" 

 

Assembly Bill number 7697, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  education law, in relation to the enhanced 

     tuition awards" 

 

   NOT APPROVED 

 

 New York's education system  and  its  investments  in  education  are 

unparalleled.  The  2017-2018  Budget  increased  Education Aid for K-12 

education by $1.1 billion. During the past  six  years  of  my  Adminis- 

tration,  the  State's  funding  for  Education  Aid  has increased $6.2 

billion, or 32 percent. New York State now leads the nation in  spending 

per pupil on K-12 education. 

 

 At  the  same time, my Administration has made significant investments 

in support of higher education institutions and  student  financial  aid 

programs,  increasing  funding  by  $1.3  billion,  or  22  percent. The 
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2017-2018 Budget provides a record $7.5 billion  in  total  support  for 

higher education, a $448 million, or 6.3 percent increase over the prior 

year. New York State also provides more funding to independent (private) 

higher education institutions than any state except one. 

 

 My  commitment  to  funding  education  at  all  levels is unwavering. 

Collectively, however, these bills would add  hundreds  of  millions  of 

dollars in increased and unbudgeted costs to the State's financial plan, 

which  will  ultimately  be  shouldered  by  the State's taxpayers. Such 

education funding decisions, both in terms  of  revenues  available  and 

appropriations  to be expended, have always been, and should continue to 

be, addressed in the context of the annual  budget  negotiations.  At  a 

time  when  the Federal government has enacted, and is threatening addi- 

tional, devastating cuts to the State,  it  would  be  irresponsible  to 

incur such unbudgeted costs at this time. 

 

 Moreover,  these  bills  would  violate  existing agreements that were 

previously negotiated with the Legislature during the budget negotiation 

process. There is no reason  to  violate  these  negotiated  agreements, 

especially  when it would place an unnecessary and significant strain on 

State resources. For these reasons,  I  am  constrained  to  veto  these 

bills. 

 

 These bills are disapproved.                (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 

 

                              __________ 


