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                        VETO MESSAGE - No. 195 

 

TO THE SENATE: 

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill: 

 

Senate Bill Number 4630, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT to amend the mental hygiene law, in relation to prohibiting 

     the collocation of certain facilities" 

 

   NOT APPROVED 

 

 This bill would prohibit the Office of Mental Health (OMH) from collo- 

cating or merging the Western New  York  Children's  Psychiatric  Center 

(WNYCPC), located in West Seneca, New York, with any other facility. 

 

 WNYCPC has provided high quality, comprehensive behavioral health care 

services to children and adolescents for many years. WNYCPC was designed 

to  provide  a safe, therapeutic, family centered environment for neces- 

sary in-patient and out-patient services to children living in Allegany, 

Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie,  Genesee,  Livingston,  Monroe,  Niagara, 

Orleans, and Wyoming counties. 

 

 However,  the  WNYCPC  facility  is  in need of substantial repair. As 

such, the State sought and received public  input,  and  has  diligently 

worked with stakeholders over the past four years, to develop and imple- 

ment a relocation plan that enhances community-based services, preserves 

inpatient  capacity,  and,  most  importantly, benefits the children and 

families of Western New York. 

 

 Specifically, OMH announced in 2013 that  the  WNYCPC  would  relocate 

from  West  Seneca,  New  York,  to a new state of the art facility that 

would be constructed on the campus of the Buffalo Psychiatric Center  in 

Buffalo,  New  York.  Construction  has  already begun and the State has 

already invested approximately $5.1 million in the  new  facility.  This 

new  facility  will  serve  two  purposes.  First, relocation to a fully 

modernized campus creates an opportunity to provide the children  served 

by  WNYCPC with a facility superior to the West Seneca facility. Second, 

it will enable OMH to spend  healthcare  funding  more  efficiently  and 

effectively,  improving  mental  health  services throughout Western New 

York. 

 

 The WNYCPC relocation enhances mental health services for children  in 

Western New York in concrete and tangible ways: 

 

 All  inpatient  treatment,  education,  and  recreation  areas will be 

specially designed for youth and separate from the adult services on the 

Buffalo campus. The New WNYCPC provides a myriad of barriers to  prevent 

any  interaction,  or even sight lines, between the adults and children. 

The collocation of the New WNYCPC is consistent with how other state-op- 

erated services are provided. For example, five hospitals  already  have 

the  same  configuration  that will be in place when the construction of 

the New WNYCPC is completed. 

 

 No children currently served at the West Seneca facility will be moved 

to the New WNYCPC. Once the New WNYCPC is complete -  nearly  two  years 

from  now  - it will accept new admissions. All children being served at 

 

the West Seneca facility will  continue  to  receive  services  at  that 

facility until they are discharged. 
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 The  New WNYCPC will be accessible to a broader number and demographic 

of children and families in Western New York. This is  because  children 

served by WNYCPC predominately come from the City of Buffalo and Niagara 

County,  and these children will be able to remain closer to their fami- 

lies and support systems while receiving treatment. The relocation  will 

make  it  much easier for families living in the City of Buffalo without 

an automobile, particularly low income families, to reach the New WNYCPC 

for treatment because the New WNYCPC will be within the City of  Buffalo 

and  accessible by public transit. For families located outside the City 

of Buffalo and Niagara County, the New WNYCPC is located only 17.5 miles 

away from the West Seneca location. 

 

 The New WNYCPC is being constructed in a building that was  completely 

modernized a few years ago, and will contain new, energy efficient heat- 

ing, ventilation, air conditioning, electrical, and plumbing systems. 

 

 The  same  clinical  staff  will  transfer  to the New WNYCPC ensuring 

continuity of care and a proper therapeutic environment. There  will  be 

no layoffs or schedule changes for current WNYCPC employees. 

 

 The relocation will allow $3.2 million to be reinvested into child and 

family  mental  health  services in Western New York. Approximately $1.7 

million has already been pre-invested into State  and  locally  operated 

children's  and  family services in Western New York. Once relocation is 

completed, OMH will reinvest the remaining  $1.5  million  in  estimated 

savings  into  child  and  family service programs, in consultation with 

local stakeholders, thereby enabling OMH to  provide  services  to  more 

than 1,000 additional children in total as a result of the relocation. 

 

 Opponents  of  the  plan have advanced a number of arguments to oppose 

the relocation of WNYCPC, none  of  which  have  merit.  Opponents  have 

argued that children will be co-mingled with adults in the new facility, 

that  children will not receive proper therapeutic care, that some chil- 

dren will need to move from the current facility to  the  new  one,  and 

that  children's  mental  health services will be reduced as a result of 

the plan. As noted above, those claims are simply inaccurate. The  adult 

and children's facilities on the Buffalo campus will be completely sepa- 

rate,  the  new state of the art facility will enhance therapeutic care, 

no child will move from the old facility to the new one,  and  the  plan 

will  result  in  significant  investments in community-based children's 

mental health services. 

 

 Despite these substantial, tangible benefits, the Legislature advanced 

this bill, which effectively restricts access to mental health  care  in 

Western  New  York, reduces investments in community based services, and 

is inconsistent with recent agreements negotiated with  the  Legislature 

during the annual budget discussions. I cannot support a bill that would 

have  such  a negative impact on children and families in need of mental 

health services and directly compromises four years of  work  that  will 

demonstrably  provide  better  and  more  accessible  care for children. 

Accordingly, I am constrained to veto this bill. 

 

 The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 

 

                              __________ 


