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                        VETO MESSAGE - No. 174 

 

TO THE ASSEMBLY: 

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill: 

 

Assembly Bill Number 2325, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to amend the Indian law, in relation to the state recogni- 

     tion and acknowledgement of the Montaukett Indians" 

 

   NOT APPROVED 

 

 This bill would amend the New York State Indian  Law  to  require  the 

State  to  recognize  the  Montaukett  Indian tribe as an Indian Nation, 

thereby circumventing an existing State review process I put into  place 

and  requiring  the  State to create - without any funding - an entirely 

new process currently performed only by the Federal Government. 

 

 I previously vetoed a similar version of this bill, which  would  have 

created  a  mechanism for the Montaukett Indians to petition for a state 

recognition as an Indian Nation (Veto  No.  210  of  2013).  Unlike  the 

Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs, the State does not have an administra- 

tive process to recognize Indian tribes, and mandating that it adopt the 

federal  government's  process  would  have required a significant allo- 

cation of State resources. Instead, I directed the Department  of  State 

to  move forward with its own analysis to determine if State recognition 

was warranted. 

 

 Providing State recognition to an Indian tribe warrants  thorough  and 

careful  consideration  of  all  interested  parties. However, this bill 

would require the State  to  bypass  such  analysis  and  recognize  the 

Montaukett  Indian  tribe as an Indian Nation without any process. Given 

that the State only recently received, and still  continues  to  receive 

documentation  that  may impact its determination, it would be premature 

to act on this bill before the State  can  complete  its  review.  Thus, 

while  I am constrained to veto this bill, I am directing the Department 

to continue to proactively communicate with the Montaukett Indian tribe, 

as well as any interested parties, to obtain  all  relevant  information 

necessary for the Department to complete its review in a timely manner. 

 

 The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 

 

                              __________ 


