
10/4/2018 Legislative Information - LBDC

http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/navigate.cgi?NVDTO: 2/2

 

                        VETO MESSAGE - No. 186 

 

TO THE SENATE: 

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill: 

 

Senate Bill Number 2542-A, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to  amend  the tax law, in relation to the registration of 

     vendors of electronic cigarettes" 

 

   NOT APPROVED 

 

 Any retailer that sells  "tobacco  products"  in  New  York  State  is 

required  to  register with the Department of Taxation and Finance. This 

bill would require any retailer selling electronic cigarettes or  liquid 

nicotine  to  also  register  with  the  Department, but for the reasons 

outlined below, this bill cannot be implemented as drafted. 

 

 This bill seeks to increase enforcement, and thereby limit  a  minor's 

ability  to  purchase  e-cigarettes.  As  drafted,  however, it will not 

accomplish this goal. This is because only  tobacco  products,  and  not 

electronic  cigarettes  or  liquid nicotine, are subject to State taxes. 

Until the definition of "tobacco product" is modified to  include  e-ci- 

garettes  and liquid nicotine products, the Department has no meaningful 

authority to enforce the bill's registration requirements. 

 

 I fully support the intent of this  bill,  as  there  are  significant 

public  health  risks associated with the use of e-cigarettes and liquid 

nicotine products. In 2012, I signed legislation  banning  the  sale  of 

e-cigarettes  and liquid nicotine to minors. Earlier this year, I signed 

legislation banning the use of e-cigarettes on all  public  and  private 

school grounds in New York State, as well as legislation adding e-cigar- 

ettes  to the Clean Indoor Air Act, which bans their use everywhere that 

smoking tobacco products is prohibited. 

 

 While I am constrained to veto this bill, I would support  legislation 

that  amends the definition of "tobacco product" to include e-cigarettes 

and liquid nicotine products. I am directing the Department to work with 

the sponsors and interested stakeholders to collaborate  on  legislation 

that would address this concern and enhance the Department's enforcement 

ability to crack down on retailers that sell these products. 

 

 The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 

 

                              __________ 


