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                        VETO MESSAGE - No. 183 

 

TO THE SENATE: 

 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill: 

 

Senate Bill Number 1222, entitled: 

 

   "AN  ACT  to amend the social services law, in relation to requiring 

     Medicaid coverage of both blood testing and skin prick testing for 

     allergies" 

 

   NOT APPROVED 

 

 The bill would add a new section to the Social Services Law to require 

the State Medicaid program to treat blood serologic-specific  IgE  tests 

(blood  allergy  tests)  and percutaneous skin allergy tests (skin prick 

tests) as equivalent confirmatory tests in terms  of  their  sensitivity 

and accuracy. The bill would also require Medicaid to treat blood aller- 

gy  tests  as  medically  necessary  for  individuals  with a history of 

certain types of conditions such as inhalant or food allergies. I  fully 

support  the  intent  of  this bill of ensuring that Medicaid recipients 

have access to the allergy testing they  require  to  properly  diagnose 

specific  allergens.  However,  as  drafted, the bill raises a number of 

concerns and ultimately does not accomplish this goal. 

 

 First, Medicaid already treats blood  allergy  tests  and  skin  prick 

tests  as  equivalent confirmatory tests. Second, on June 1, 2016, Medi- 

caid expanded medically necessary coverage for blood allergy testing  to 

include  patients with skin conditions, children under the age of three, 

and individuals unable to discontinue  medications  such  as  antihista- 

mines.  Third,  by  encouraging the use of blood allergy tests, the bill 

would have the unintended consequence of reducing the number of patients 

obtaining accurate diagnoses by allergy  specialists.  Since  both  skin 

prick  and  blood  allergy tests have a low level of accuracy, a primary 

care provider may not have the experience nor expertise to make accurate 

diagnoses or manage an allergy diagnosis, including developing an appro- 

priate treatment plan. It is therefore very important for patients  with 

suspected allergies to be seen and tested by an allergist who can deter- 

mine with more precision the specific allergens that should be evaluated 

for  each  patient given their health history, and develop and monitor a 

plan or care, which may include allergen injections or allergen exposure 

treatments. Finally, as this bill would generate an increase  in  refer- 

rals for blood allergy tests by primary care physicians, it would result 

in a significant, unbudgeted fiscal impact on the Medicaid program. At a 

time  when  the Federal government has enacted, and is threatening addi- 

tional, devastating cuts to the State's health care system, it would  be 

irresponsible  to  incur  such  unbudgeted costs at this time. For these 

reasons I am forced to veto this bill. 

 

 The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 

 

                              __________ 


