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                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 264 
  
TO THE SENATE: 
  
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill: 
  
Senate Bill Number 6144-B, entitled: 
  
    "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  public  health law, in relation to filling 
      vacancies on a board of visitors for state veterans' homes" 
  
    NOT APPROVED 
  
  This bill would authorize the temporary appointment of a member  to  a 
board  of  visitors  for  state  veterans' homes. The bill would allow a 
majority vote of the current active and hold-over members to appoint the 
temporary member. 
  
  Under the current law, the Governor selects  members  to  serve  on  a 
board  of visitors for state veterans' homes with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. The law also requires that these members be  chosen  from 
the  New  York departments of the major organizations of war veterans or 
their women's auxiliaries. When selecting  members  to  serve  on  these 
boards,  my office conducts a thorough background check in an attempt to 
ensure the good character of these appointees.  This  bill  attempts  to 
establish  a  new  process  to fill temporary vacancies on these boards. 
While the intent of the bill is worthy, the  bill  contains  significant 
flaws that prevent me from signing it into law. 
  
  First, the bill, unlike the current law, does not require an appointee 
to  be  a  member  of  any of the major organizations of war veterans or 
their women's auxiliaries. Additionally, the bill does not  provide  any 
assurance that these temporary appointees are properly vetted to protect 
the  health  and  safety  of the residents of the veterans' homes. Board 
members' roles include  monitoring  the  administration  of  the  homes, 
interacting with local veterans organizations, soliciting contributions, 
participating in meetings, and arranging off-site activities. The health 
and  safety of the men and women who bravely put their lives on the line 
to defend this country are of the utmost concern to me and  my  adminis- 
tration,  and  allowing  inadequate  vetting  of  board  members who are 
frequently present in the homes is unacceptable. 
  
  Second, this bill would establish an unclear appointment  process  and 
could result in unintended consequences. The bill requires that a major- 
ity  of  the  current and hold-over members vote on proposed appointees. 
However, the bill does not  set  forth  any  nomination  procedures.  As 
drafted,  any  person,  including  non-board  members,  could nominate a 
potential appointee. Further, while the worthwhile goal of the  bill  is 
to  temporarily  appoint  board members while a permanent appointment is 
pending, were the Senate to simply refuse to take up a Governor's  nomi- 
nation,  a  temporary  member  could  become a de facto permanent member 
without any of the term limits provided under the current law.  For  the 
foregoing reasons, I am constrained to veto this bill. 
  
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO 
  
                               __________ 


