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Paul R. LePage

GOVERNOR

9 April 2018

The 128th Legislature of the State of Maine
State House
Augusta, Maine

Dear Honorable Members of the 128th Legislature:

Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the Constitution of the
State of Maine, I am hereby vetoing LD 1795, “An Act To Amend the Maine Criminal Code and
Related Statutes as Recommended by the Criminal Law Advisory Commission.”

Under federal law, marijuana is a Schedule 1 controlled substance. As a Schedule 1 drug, the
federal government has deemed that marijuana has a high potential for abuse and has no
currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States. In Maine, doctors cannot legally
prescribe marijuana to patients, they only “certify” its use. Possession of any amount of
marijuana under federal law is a misdemeanor crime. In 2011, I took an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States, and I cannot in good conscience support a law that, on its face,
violates federal law.

For these reasons, I return LD 1795 unsigned and vetoed. I strongly urge the Legislature to
sustain it.

Sincerely,
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Paul R. LePag

Governor
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