HOUSE FILE 653
May 12, 2017
The Honorable Paul Pate
Secretary of State of Iowa
State Capitol
LOCAL

Dear Mr. Secretary:
I hereby transmit House File 653, an Act relating to appropriations for health and human
services and veterans and including other related provisions and appropriations, and
including effective date and retroactive and other applicability date provisions.
House File 653 is approved on this date with the following exceptions, which I hereby
disapprove.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division IV, Section 4, subsection 2,
lettered paragraph c, in its entirety. This item creates a redundant, overly burdensome
mandate requiring the Iowa Veterans Home to make expenditure reports monthly to the
Legislative Services Agency for fiscal year 2018. While I strongly support transparency
efforts that publicly disclose how departments spend their resources, this information is
already available within the State’s accounting and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division V, Section 12, numbered
paragraph 21, in its entirety. This item requires the Department of Human Services to
report on cost containment strategies. The Department of Human Services, Department
of Management and the Legislative Services Agency meet at least on a quarterly basis to
determine projections for the Medical Assistance appropriation. Information relating to
cost containment strategies is shared during these meetings. While I strongly support
transparency efforts that publicly disclose how departments spend their resources, this
information is already available within the State’s accounting and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division V, Section 12, numbered
paragraph 22, in its entirety. This item requires the Department of Human Services
(DHS) to report on process improvement changes. DHS, the Department of Management
and the Legislative Services Agency meet at least on a quarterly basis to determine
projections for the Medical Assistance appropriation. Information relating to process
improvement changes is shared during these meetings. While I strongly support
transparency efforts that publicly disclose how departments spend their resources, this
information is already available within the State’s accounting and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the designated portion of the item designated as Division V,
Section 13, numbered paragraph 5, lettered paragraph a, in its entirety. This item
provides $202,000 to Drake University to establish remote learning sites and maximize
outreach and enrollment in its master’s program in applied behavioral analysis. The
effect of this disapproval shall cause the $202,000 contained in this item to revert to the
General Fund. The Department of Education has already awarded public funding to
Drake University, a private university, for the establishment of a master’s program in
applied behavioral analysis. In addition, the Iowa Department of Public Health already
administers a board-certified behavior analyst and board-certified assistant behavior
analyst grants program. Therefore, this item is redundant and unnecessary.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division V, Section 27, numbered
paragraph 1, in its entirety. This item requires the Department of Human Services to
report operational and program expenditures at least monthly to the Legislative Services
Agency. While I strongly support transparency efforts that publicly disclose how
departments spend their resources, this information is already available within the
State’s accounting and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the designated portion of the item designated as Division V,
Section 27, subsection 7, in its entirety. This item provides $200,000 for DHS to expand
internet training to additional providers. Provider associations already conduct training
opportunities for providers and the department provides assistance as necessary. In
addition, I did not recommend this item in my budget recommendations. Therefore, this
item is redundant and unnecessary.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division V, Section 31, subsection 1.a.,
numbered paragraph 1, lettered paragraph d, in its entirety. Iowa modernized its
administration of Medicaid by partnering with specialized, patient-centered health plans.
This bipartisan initiative was implemented on April 1, 2016.
The provider
reimbursement rate floors issued by DHS already include protections for providers and
their reimbursement. This legislation already provides for additional appropriations for
case-mix nursing facility rates effective July 1, 2017. This item is redundant and
unnecessary.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division V, Section 31, subsection 1.a.,
numbered paragraph 3, in its entirety. Iowa has modernized its administration of
Medicaid by partnering with specialized, patient-centered health care plans. This
bipartisan initiative was implemented on April 1, 2016. The provider reimbursement
rate floors issued by the Department of Human Services already include protections for
providers and their reimbursement. Therefore, restrictions in this item are redundant
and unnecessary.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division V, Section 31, subsection 12,
lettered paragraph b, in its entirety. Iowa has modernized its administration of Medicaid
by partnering with specialized, patient-centered health care plans. This bipartisan
initiative was implemented on April 1, 2016. The provider reimbursement rate floors
issued by the Department of Human Services already include protections for providers
and their reimbursement. Therefore, restrictions in this item are redundant and
unnecessary.
I am unable to approve the designated portion of the item designated as Division X,
Section 43, subsection 2, lettered paragraph c, in its entirety. This item creates a
redundant, overly burdensome mandate requiring the Iowa Veterans Home to make
expenditure reports monthly to the Legislative Services Agency for fiscal year 2019.
While I strongly support transparency efforts that publicly disclose how departments
spend their resources, this information is already available within the State’s accounting
and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the designated portion of the item designated as Division XI,
Section 51, numbered paragraph 20, in its entirety. This item requires the Department of
Human Services to report on cost containment strategies. The Department of Human
Services, Department of Management and the Legislative Services Agency meet at least
on a quarterly basis to determine projections for the Medical Assistance appropriation.
Information relating to cost containment strategies is shared during these meetings.
While I strongly support transparency efforts that publicly disclose how departments
spend their resources, this information is already available within the State’s accounting
and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the designated portion of the item designated as Division XI,
Section 51, numbered paragraph 21, in its entirety. This item requires the Department of
Human Services (DHS) to report on process improvement changes.
DHS, the
Department of Management and the Legislative Services Agency meet at least on a
quarterly basis to determine projections for the Medical Assistance appropriation.
Information relating to process improvement changes is shared during these meetings.
While I strongly support transparency efforts that publicly disclose how departments
spend their resources, this information is already available within the State’s accounting
and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the designated portion of the item designated as Division XI,
Section 66, numbered paragraph 1, in its entirety. This item requires the Department of
Human Services to report operational and program expenditures at least monthly to the
Legislative Services Agency. While I strongly support transparency efforts that publicly
disclose how departments spend their resources, this information is already available
within the State’s accounting and budgeting systems.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division XI, Section 66, subsection 6, in its
entirety. This item provides $100,000 for DHS to expand internet training to additional
providers. Provider associations already conduct training opportunities for providers and
the department provides assistance as necessary. In addition, I did not recommend this
item in my budget recommendations. Therefore, this item is redundant and unnecessary.
I am unable to approve the item designated as Division XI, Section 70, subsection 12,
lettered paragraph b, in its entirety. Iowa has modernized its administration of Medicaid
by partnering with specialized, patient-centered health care plans. This bipartisan
initiative was implemented on April 1, 2016. The provider reimbursement rate floors
issued by the Department of Human Services already include protections for providers
and their reimbursement. Therefore, restrictions in this item are redundant and
unnecessary.
For the above reasons, I respectfully disapprove the designated items in accordance with
Amendment IV of the Amendments of 1968 to the Constitution of the State of Iowa. All
other items in House File 653 are hereby approved as of this date.
Sincerely,
Terry E. Branstad
