
 
                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 236
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 3498-a, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  social services law, in relation to notice
      requirements to families and providers when funding cuts are made"
 
     NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would require that  local  departments  of  social  services
(LDSS) inform the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) at least
sixty  days prior to the effective date of a proposed action under which
families would lose eligibility or pay an increased co-payment for child
care assistance. Upon receipt, OCFS would  post  information  about  the
proposed change on its website and inform child care providers and other
entities.
 
  The  stated  purpose of the bill is to give earlier notice to families
of impending child care assistance changes, but this  legislation  would
not  ensure  or  even  require any earlier notice to recipients than the
currently mandated minimum  ten  days'  notice.  The  legislation  would
simply  "request" that providers post the notice of prospective benefits
changes. Indeed, providers need not comply with giving such notice,  and
if  they  do, may not do so in a timely fashion. Also, neither providers
nor individual families would necessarily know which, if  any,  families
would  be  impacted  by  such  changes  and would thus benefit from such
notice.
 
  To achieve the goal ensuring that impacted  families  receive  earlier
notice of child care assistance changes, I hereby direct the Commission-
er of OCFS to determine whether more than ten days' notice of the effec-
tive date of an LDSS action to discontinue, suspend or reduce child care
services  is  needed.  Furthermore, I direct the Commissioner to require
that information regarding all proposed plans  be  posted  on  the  OCFS
website,  and  if  feasible,  on  the  impacted county's website so that
providers and recipients are informed as these plans  are  reviewed  and
know well in advance that changes in assistance may be forthcoming.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO
                             ____________


