ASSEMBLY BI LL NO. 2795

To the General Assenbly:

Pursuant to Article V, Section |, Paragraph 14 of the New
Jersey Constitution, | am returning Assenbly Bill No. 2795
wi t hout ny approval.

This bill wuld provide Medicaid coverage for famly
pl anni ng services to non-pregnant individuals with incones up to
200 percent of the federal poverty |evel. To inplenent this
bill, the Departnent of Human Services would be required to
establish a new Medicaid program devoted solely to adm nistering
coverage for famly planning services, separate and beyond the
current Medi caid program

Once again, the sponsors of this bill have attenpted to
circunvent the annual appropriations process and authorize new
State spendi ng beyond that provided for in the recently enacted,
bi -partisan Fiscal Year 2015 Appropriations Act passed by the
Legi sl ature and approved by ne. Therefore, as | have done
several tinmes in the past, | am again returning this bil
wi t hout ny approval .

By pursuing the costly expansion of Medicaid services
outside of the annual appropriations process, the sponsors have
irresponsi bly sought to encunber State revenues W thout
identifying any corresponding reductions in the State’'s budget.
This year, as in the past, many difficult decisions were nmade in
negotiating with the Legislature to reach an agreenent that
neets New Jersey’s constitutional obligation to balance its
budget . | ndeed, those negotiations resulted in the approval of
significant funds to provide healthcare and other services to
sonme of our State’s nost needy and vulnerable citizens. For
i nstance, the recently enacted State budget includes funding for

mammogr ans, pap snears, colorectal screenings, and prostate



exans through the New Jersey Cancer Education and Early
Detection program as well as continued support for the State’'s
twenty Federally Qualified Health Centers that operate at nore
than 100 locations and help to neet the healthcare needs of
t housands of lowincone famlies. Additionally, the budget also
includes nore than $85 nmllion for the Early Childhood
Intervention Program to address the needs of young children with
devel opnental disabilities.

Accordi ngly, because this bill wll wupset the balance of
the recently enacted State budget, constrain our ability to fund
other fiscal obligations, and potentially expose the State's
taxpayers to additional burdens, | herewith return Assenbly Bil
No. 2795 wi thout ny approval.

Respectful ly,
[ seal ] /sl Chris Christie

Gover nor

Attest:
/sl Christopher S. Porrino

Chi ef Counsel to the Gover nor



