
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

To The Alabama House of Representatives
Alabama State House
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I respectfully transmit to you a message from the
Governor, returning House Bill No. 658, without the Governor's
signature and with a suggested Executive Amendment.

Done this the 15th day of May, 2013.

Respectfully submitted,

David B. Byrne, Jr.
Chef Legal Advisor

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

To The Alabama House of Representives
Alabama State House
Montgomery, AL 36130

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I received House Bill No. 658 and ask that
implementation of the tax credit and scholarship portions be
delayed for two academic years.

Delaying the implementation is fiscally responsible. The
Education Trust Fund owes the Education Rainy Day Account $423
million by the end of fiscal year 2015. The state is
constitutionally required to pay its debts. My budget
recommendation to you at the beginning of the session included
$100 million to repay the Rainy Day Account. The education
budget that passed the Legislature only included $35 million.
Delaying implementation of the tax credits and scholarships
until the 2015–2016 academic year will allow us to focus more
resources on Rainy Day Account repayment.

Also, delaying the implementation will give failing
schools time to improve. For years, schools have needed
greater flexibility to better serve their students. We have
provided that flexibility in the Alabama Accountability Act,
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and my executive amendment will not change that. Instead, this
amendment will give schools the appropriate amount of time to
put that flexibility into practice. Local educators now have
the opportunity to develop their own plans for improvement.

If the Legislature accepts my executive amendment, we
can help schools improve while also helping ensure the state
meets its financial obligations.

For these reasons, I am returning to you, the body in
which it originated, House Bill No. 658 without my signature
and with the below Executive Amendment for your consideration.

EXECUTIVE AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL 658:

Please amend House Bill No. 658, on page 8, line 14, by
striking "2013" and inserting, in its place, "2015".

Please also amend House Bill No. 658, on page 10, line
18, by striking "2013–2014", and inserting, in its place,
"2015–2016".

Please further amend House Bill No. 658, on page 18,
line 2, by inserting, after the word "scholarships.", the
following — "A scholarship granting organization shall grant a
scholarship or scholarships from the contributions in
accordance with Act 2013–64. as amended, but shall not grant a
scholarship or scholarships until academic year 2015–2016."

Please amend House Bill No. 658, on page 25, line 4, by
striking "2013," and inserting, in its place, "2015", on page
25, line 5, by striking "2013" and inserting, in its place,
"2015", and on page 25, line 5, by inserting, after the word
"year.", the following-" Any contributions made prior to the
2015 tax year shall be deemed made in the 2015 tax year."

Done on this the 15th day of May, 2013.

Respectfully,

Robert Bentley
Governor


