
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

STEVE BULLOCK JOHN WALSH 
GOVER'\lOR LT. GOVERNOR 

April 26, 2013 

The Honorable Linda McCulloch 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Secretary McCulloch: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the State 
of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill 344 (SB 344), "AN ACT PROVIDING A PUBLIC SCOPING 
PROCESS FOR CERTAIN LAND ACQUISITIONS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, 
WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-218, MCA; AND PROVIDING A 
TERMINATION DATE." 

SB 344 would require the Department ofFish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) to engage in additional 
public scoping before making any land acquisition of 640 acres or greater. 

I strongly support expanding hunting, fishing and outdoor recreational opportunities for all 
Montanans. Our ability to enjoy Montana's world-renowned hunting and fishing, whether to feed 
our families or put a trophy on the wall, is an important part of our way oflife. Whether it is a 
fishing access site where we can take our kids to pass on our heritage, or the acquisition ofkey elk 
wintering range, FWP land acquisitions are about making sure we protect the best ofMontana. 

President Teddy Roosevelt said that "[I]n a civilized and cultivated country, wild animals only 
continue to exist at all when preserved by sportsmen." That was true then and it is true today. 
Montana's sportsmen and women continue to playa leadership role in creating a wildlife legacy for 
all Montanans to enjoy, now and into the future. 

So it is with regret that I note that the Legislature, in House Bill 5, has chosen to significantly limit 
future habitat acquisitions by the State of Montana over the next biennium. And that the Senate, on 
a largely partisan vote (including the sponsor of this bill), refused an amendment that would have 
restored compromise language that was acceptable to both this administration and members of the 
House. The funds that would be restricted come directly from the purchase of hunting and fishing 
licenses by sportsmen and women. It is ironic that these same legislators now want to pass 
legislation like SB 344 to ostensibly improve a process that they do not want to happen. 

Hopefully in the future we can have a more sensible dialogue on these issues. That is why I have 
directed the new FWP Commission to undertake a thorough and public review of the agency's land 
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holdings and management policies. I expect that this process will yield valuable information that 
will help inform a productive public discussion. 

Montana's sportsmen and women may rest assured that I support their tireless work to preserve our 
state's great wildlife herds, blue ribbon fisheries, and hunting and fishing opportunities, as 
cornerstones of our way of life. 

For these reasons, I veto SB 344. 

Sincerely, 
<: -... 

~~ 
STEVE BULLOCK 

Governor 


cc: 	 Legislative Services Division 

Jeff Essmann, President of the Senate 

Mark Blasdel, Speaker of the House 



