
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE m~ MONTANA 

STEVE BULLOCK JOHN WALSH 
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR 

April 5, 2013 

The Honorable Jeff Essmann 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

The Honorable Mark Blasdel 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear President Essmann and Speaker Blasdel: 

In accordance with the powers vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the 
State of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill 24 (SB 24), "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT A SAND 
AND GRA VEL OPERATION MAY NOT BE PROHIBITED THROUGH ZONING UNDER 
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AND AMENDING SECTION 76-2-209, MCA." 

SB 24 unreasonably restricts a county from implementing a zoning ordinance to prevent the impacts 
of a sand and gravel operation on adjacent landowners. Under SB 24, a county may not implement 
zoning to prohibit a sand and gravel operation in a previously unzoned area if a sand and gravel 
operator has submitted a complete application to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
for an operation permit and the county has not yet noticed a hearing on a proposed zoning ordinance. 
The application review process for completeness is statutorily set at 5 days. In contrast, a county 
zoning process can take months or years to complete, and involves extensive public input. That 
process would be brought to a standstill simply by the 5-day application submission. 

SB 24 circumvents county zoning even though a DEQ permit has not been issued or operations 
actually commenced. Although sand and gravel operations may never actually begin, or may be 
completed and the area reclaimed, the county would nonetheless be permanently restricted from 
prohibiting sand and gravel operations on the property through zoning. 

I have already returned to the legislature SB 23 and SB 105 with amendments. These two bills, with 
my proposed amendments, ensure that local governments will not misuse interim zoning to 
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unreasonably limit development while maintaining the ability of local governments to respond to 
emergencies involving the public health, safety, morals or general welfare. Further, with regard to 
permanent zoning, the existing statute prohibits counties from preventing the complete use, 
development, or recovery of any mineral, forest, or agricultural resources through the use of county 
zoning, except in residentially zoned areas. Senate Bill 24 unreasonably restricts the role ofcounty 
governments in permanently managing community growth and is unnecessary in light of current 
statute and Senate Bills 23 and 105, as amended. 

For the foregoing reasons, I respectfully ask you to sustain my veto. 

Sincerely, 

STEVE BULLOCK 
Governor 

cc: 	 Legislative Services Division 
Secretary of State 


