
 

State of New Mexico 

 
April 5, 2013 

 

SENATE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 57 

 

The Honorable Mary Kay Papen, President Pro Tempore 

And Members of the New Mexico State Senate 

State Capitol Building 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Dear President Pro Tempore Papen and Members of the Senate:  

 

Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I 

hereby VETO and return SENATE BILL 131, as amended, which was enacted during 

the Fifty-First Legislature, First Session, 2013. 

 

Senate Bill 131 would move all administrative functions related to traffic citations from 

the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) to the courts in order to clarify the process for 

drivers who are pulled over and cited.    

 

Currently, the MVD handles the payment of uncontested citations and contested tickets 

are processed by the courts.   

 

Unfortunately, this bill would not only transfer the citation process away from MVD, it 

would also alter the way that traffic citations are posted online and available to the 

public. Under the current process, the courts post all court actions on their websites, 

making those cases open and available to the public.  This bill would limit availability 

of those court actions to the time in which that case is active in the court system. These 

records would then be removed from public access when the case is closed.  While 

information regarding those court actions would still be available upon request, a 

mother hiring a babysitter or a boss checking in on an employee who drives a company 

car should not have to file a public records request to see records that are currently 

available in a searchable database.   

 

Since taking office, I have diligently worked to increase transparency and openness in 

government and I share the same concern that was articulated recently in the 

Albuquerque Journal that “…[R]emoving transparency from the system – and the 

personal accountability that goes with it – makes this amended bill a big step 

backward.”   



 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 
Susana Martinez 

Governor 

RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

 

 


