
 

State of New Mexico 
 

April 5, 2013 

 

HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 39 
 

 

The Honorable W. Ken Martinez and 

Members of the House of Representatives 

State Capitol Building 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Honorable Speaker Martinez and Members of the House:  

 

Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I 

hereby VETO and return HOUSE FLOOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE HEALTH, 

GOVERNMENT AND INDIAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

HOUSE BILL 588, which was enacted by the Fifty-First Legislature, First Session, 

2013. 

 

While well-intentioned, House Bill 588 places authority for the creation and oversight 

of the Community Engagement Teams with the Department of Health (DOH) instead of 

the Human Services Department (HSD). The Human Services Department administers 

the Behavioral Health Purchasing Collaborative, oversees the Behavioral Health 

Services Division, and also funds community mental health prevention and community 

services. Although state agencies can and do collaborate, establishing the oversight of 

the Community Engagement Teams in the wrong department would create 

fragmentation in services while also inefficiently using state resources. House Bill 588 

creates unnecessary administrative complexity and wastes valuable state resources by 

directing work to be performed by a department with neither the community behavioral 

health expertise nor adequate resources to implement the provisions of the bill. 

 

In a letter addressed to my office, James Jackson, Executive Director of Disability 

Rights New Mexico, articulated some of the positives associated with placing the CET 

program under HSD:  

 

“The bill designates the Department of Health to operate this program, rather 

than the Human Services Department as provided for in the original version of 

the bill … [HSD] will oversee and monitor the delivery of all Medicaid 

behavioral health services through the Centennial Care program, which is being 



launched in the coming year—the very services that the CET’s will be 

encouraging people to participate in.” 

 

Mr. Jackson believes that housing the CET program under HSD “would provide a more 

consumer-friendly linkage to the available services.” It is critical that we properly link 

these vulnerable New Mexicans to the many resources our state has to offer. DOH is 

not the expert agency in mental health services; HSD is able to adequately respond to 

the unique needs of those whom they serve. 

 

Additionally, the definition of “unlikely to survive safely in the community” used by 

House Bill 588 is overly-broad and may have the unintended consequence of infringing 

on the privacy of people who do not have a serious mental illness or who have no 

current mental distress or deterioration.    Our agencies carefully balance a variety of 

public interests, including honoring public safety concerns, seeking opportunities for 

early intervention to prevent serious mental disorders, and avoiding unnecessary 

intrusions into the lives of New Mexico’s citizens who pose no immediate or current 

threat of harm.    

 

Delivering effective services to people with mental illness is an important matter of 

public policy. We have new opportunities to strengthen our behavioral health system in 

Centennial Care if we provide the right services at the right time in the right setting. 

People living with mental illness and their friends and families deserve services that are 

designed to work.  Unfortunately, this legislation falls short of accomplishing that goal. 

 

I believe that the Community Engagement Teams have merit and we should further 

explore their use in New Mexico. To that end, I have directed the Human Services 

Department, as the state mental health agency, to develop draft guidelines for the 

implementation and use of these teams. We are all acutely aware of the mental health 

issues that shape many of our neighbors’, friends’, and family members’ lives. By 

developing these guidelines, we may be able to make a meaningful impact in the lives 

of these New Mexicans before it is too late. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 
Susana Martinez 

Governor 

 

 

RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

 


