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SENATE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 35 
 
The Honorable Mary Kay Papen, President Pro Tempore 
And Members of the New Mexico State Senate 
State Capitol Building 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Dear President Pro Tempore Papen and Members of the Senate:  
 
Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV, Section 22, I hereby 
VETO and return  
 
 SENATE BILL 370, as amended 
 SENATE BILL 587, as amended 
 SENATE BILL 588, as amended 
 
which were enacted by the Fifty-First Legislature, First Session, 2013. 
 
The status quo has failed and must be reformed if we are going to truly give every child 
the opportunity to chase his or her dreams. The vetoed bills, in one way or another, 
represent a desire by the establishment to cling to the same failed status quo. 
 
New Mexico’s education system has a long and unfortunate history of failing to 
adequately educate too many of our children. For too long, struggling students have been 
allowed to advance without the skills necessary for future success in the classroom and in 
life. Sadly, as we know, children who do not learn these skills early on are more likely to 
become frustrated and discouraged, greatly increasing the likelihood that they eventually 
drop out of school. 
 
I have firmly held that education reform in New Mexico should embrace the following 
goals: 

·∙ Every child in New Mexico – regardless of their circumstances, or challenges 
faced in life – can learn if we give them the right tools and support. 



·∙ The primary goal of our state’s education system should be to ensure that our 
students achieve, learn, and grow in knowledge and academic skills over time, 
ensuring true success in life. That is why we must measure the success of our 
education system by student performance. 

·∙ Children should be able to read proficiently by the end of third grade, as reading 
is the key to learning and success in life. Moving kids onto the next level 
without preparing them for success is not compassionate – it is setting them up 
for future failure.  

·∙ We must identify struggling students early on and give them the help they need 
to succeed. Helping struggling students achieve proficiency is how we close the 
achievement gap and create a culture of higher expectations in New Mexico’s 
public schools. 

·∙ Research tells us that the quality of a teacher is the most important factor in a 
student’s learning and every student in New Mexico deserves to be taught by a 
great teacher.  Our great teachers and school leaders deserve recognition and the 
ability to accelerate through their profession faster. 

·∙ We must constantly innovate to ensure that we are offering parents choices in 
their child’s education and adequately preparing all students for success in the 
workplace and in life. 

·∙ Parental involvement is critical to student success and our reforms should 
encourage it.     

I am vetoing each of the legislative proposals listed in this message because they all 
represent a misguided effort to protect and defend a status quo that has failed our kids and 
left New Mexico at the bottom of national education rankings for too many years. 
 
For example, innovative school grading legislation passed with wide bipartisan support in 
2011, establishing a mechanism for identifying schools where students are meeting and 
exceeding expectations, and working to replicate that success in schools where students 
struggle the most. 
 
Additionally, the A-F system helps communities know where their schools are 
succeeding and failing.  It has been hailed as one of the most transparent and easy-to-
understand school grading report cards in the country by the Data Quality Campaign, 
who said, “New Mexico’s state report card provides clear explanations of the data 
included in the report by limiting its use of education buzzwords and defining the ones it 
uses. Most importantly, New Mexico’s reports clarify why it looks at specific data sets 
and how it finds results.” 
 
We are also moving forward with a teacher evaluation system modeled after legislation 
that received broad bipartisan approval in the House of Representatives during the 2012 
legislative session, passing the House floor by a vote of 57-9. Incorporating student 
achievement in our evaluation of teachers is supported by the Obama Administration. 



 
The A-F grading system is a shining example of what New Mexico can achieve when 
students come before politics.  National experts in accountability and evaluation have 
scrutinized and continue to monitor New Mexico’s A-F system and teacher evaluation 
system.  They won’t accept schemes that water down rigorous accountability, and New 
Mexicans will not accept low-bar expectations for our students. 
 
It seems that those pushing the failed status quo legislation I am vetoing would be content 
with 98% of our schools labeled “failing” and 98% of our teachers simply labeled 
“competent.” That does not amount to accountability, it does not help us identify students 
who need the most assistance, and it does not put kids first. 
 
I do not support efforts to dramatically water down the school grading system, diminish 
the importance of student achievement in the new teacher evaluation system, or limit the 
choices and options available to parents through charter schools. And I believe it’s 
important to move toward a system where a teacher’s ability to educate our children plays 
a significant role in their advancement in pay and leadership within our education 
system.   
 
Unfortunately, during the 2013 legislative session, instead of advancing reforms to 
improve student achievement, the sponsors of these proposals chose to defend entrenched 
special interests, block true education reform in legislative committees that would 
otherwise receive bipartisan support on the floor, and repackage the worst parts of our 
education system with the ultimate goal of protecting fellow members of the status-quo 
establishment, while placing no priority on student achievement, development, and 
success.   
 
This is simply unacceptable and our children deserve better. 
 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Susana Martinez 
Governor 
 
 
 


