
ELECTIONS; REQUIRE PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION FOR IN-PERSON  

VOTER REGISTRATION; AND PROVIDE REGISTRATION AND TRAINING OF  

THIRD-PARTY VOTER REGISTRATION ORGANIZATIONS 

 

ELECTIONS; REQUIRE DECLARATION OF UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP  

WHEN VOTING OR APPLYING FOR ABSENT VOTER BALLOT 

 

July 3, 2102  

 
Today I am returning to you Enrolled Senate Bills 754 and 803 without signature. Enrolled Senate Bill 754 precludes 

voter registration groups from receiving and delivering registration applications until at least one member of their 

organization has received training by the secretary of state or local clerk. I commend the Secretary of State for working 

with the legislature on improving our voter registration rules and I am supportive of the concept of training individuals 

involved in voter registration. The language in Enrolled Senate Bill 754 pertaining to the registration of third party voter 

registration organizations, and the timing and training of those entities, may cause confusion with regard to ongoing voter 

registration efforts. While our current Secretary of State would be very proactive on offering training, it is important to 

ensure that future officials provide proper training.  

Enrolled Senate Bill 803 requires voters to affirm their citizenship by checking a box before their ballot is 

counted. I am concerned that Enrolled Senate Bill 803 could create voter confusion among absentee voters. I 

appreciate the issue of ensuring that voters are properly qualified including the requirement that they are US 

citizens. An alternative would be to simply include US citizen in the voter’s opening declarative statement on the 

application.  

Voting rights are precious and we need to work especially hard to make it possible for people to vote. I look 

forward to working with you and the Secretary of State to address the issues above so we can implement 

improvements to our system. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rick Snyder 

Governor 


