
 Tuesday, June 28, 2011 Page 6
 

(2-4)  The Following Communication:       S.C. 443 
 

STATE OF MAINE 
125TH LEGISLATURE 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
23 June 2011 

 
The 125th Legislature of the State of Maine 
State House 
Augusta, ME 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the 125th Legislature:  
 

Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the Constitution of the 
State of Maine, I am hereby vetoing LD 566, “An Act to Encourage Transparency in the Department of 
Education.”  

 
This bill would require the Departments of Education and Administrative and Financial Services 

to compile and produce monthly reports to several legislative committees detailing funding related to 
ongoing department activities, transfers of personnel, work contracted out and other administrative 
functions, among other mandates.  These particularly stringent reporting requirements step over the line 
of legislating and oversight and into the management functions of the executive, violating the principle of 
separation of powers enshrined in Article III of the Maine Constitution.  

 
Moreover, this bill would require expenditure of significant resources that might be used for 

educating children rather than producing a constant stream of reports.  It ironically mandates publication 
of the “true cost” of all programs and services even while creating a convenient fiction that this 
significant work can be simply absorbed through “existing resources.” In reality, the cost of this bill in 
personnel time is up to $120,350.  If the Legislature believes this information is essential to its lawmaking 
function, it should appropriate the funds necessary to do the job correctly or direct legislative staff to 
undertake the work rather than place an unfunded mandate on the Department.   

 
I believe in transparency for all state agencies and programs, including the Department of 

Education.  My Administration will be working to find ways to make our State more transparent for the 
Legislature and all Maine people going forward.  We will be working on comprehensive, rather than 
piecemeal, approach to encompass all public business.  In the meantime, if there are particular issues on 
which the Legislature would like to hear from any Executive agency, I would be happy to direct my 
Administration to provide the appropriate briefing upon request.     

 
For these reasons, I return LD 566 unsigned and vetoed.  I strongly urge the Legislature to sustain 

it. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
S/Paul R. LePage 
Governor 

_________________________________ 
 
The accompanying Bill "An Act To Encourage Transparency in the Department of Education" 

S.P. 158  L.D. 566 
(S "A" S-315 to C "A" S-300) 
 

_________________________________ 


