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(2-3)  The Following Communication:      S.C. 442 
 

STATE OF MAINE 
125TH LEGISLATURE 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
 
20 June 2011 

 
The 125th Legislature of the State of Maine 
State House 
Augusta, ME 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the 125th Legislature:  
 

Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the Constitution 
of the State of Maine, I am hereby vetoing LD 568, “Resolve, to Establish an Early Childhood 
Stakeholder Group.”  

 
Despite the best intentions of the committee, I believe that creation of new government 

entities – including stakeholder groups – should be done only after an examination of existing 
entities which may already serve the same role.  The studies that this Resolve seeks to implement 
are duplicative of on-going studies and examinations currently being made by existing entities.   
Indeed, the makeup of the Maine Children’s Growth Council, proposed to be a member of this 
new stakeholder group, has a remarkably similar membership as the proposed new group.  It is 
this layer upon layer style of legislating that led to the bloated and inefficient government we all 
seek to reform.   

 
Further, Resolves sap resources away from the primary business of government in these 

tight fiscal times and, in this instance, sends the departments themselves back to the drawing 
board from work that is currently on-going.  The Commissioner of Education is taking a hard 
look at the Child Development Services program and will be developing reform proposals.  
Additionally, the Legislature’s own Office of Program Evaluation and Government 
Accountability is conducting an investigation into CDS.  With these energies focused at the 
issue, this further Resolve is unnecessary.   

 
For these reasons, I return LD 568 unsigned and vetoed.  I strongly urge the Legislature 

to sustain it. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
S/Paul R. LePage 
Governor 

_________________________________ 
 
The accompanying Resolve "Resolve To Establish an Early Childhood Stakeholder Group" 
(EMERGENCY) 

S.P. 160  L.D. 568 
(C "A" S-259) 

 
_________________________________ 


