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May 12, 2009 

The Honorable Linda McCulloch 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Secretary McCulloch: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of 
the State of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill No. 306 (SB 306), "AN ACT CLARIFYING 
THE PROHIBITION OF CYANIDE HEAP AND VAT LEACH OPEN-PIT GOLD AND 
SILVER MINING; AND AMENDING SECTION 82-4-390, MCA." 

I issue this veto because SB 306 contradicts the decision, twice made by Montana voters, 
to restrict the use of cyanide to process ore from gold mines in the state. Ultimately the bill 
forces me to choose between the decision of the citizens of Montana and the decision of 91 
members of the 62nd Montana Legislature. That is not a difficult choice. 

I understand that Golden Sunlight Mine in Jefferson County is able to process ore from 
other mines, and that its lined impoundment has up to six million tons of capacity over and 
above the amount of tailings projected to result from currently approved operations at that 
site. Under current statute, the company has the ability and capacity to process ore and 
concentrates from operating underground mines and waste rock and tailings from 
abandoned mines. In fact, recently the Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
prepared plans to use Golden Sunlight to re-process tailings from the McLaren site in the 
New World Mining District near Yellowstone Park and to dispose of the remaining tailings at 
the Golden Sunlight repository. The plan was eventually abandoned, though not because 
of any legal constraints over the use of cyanide to reprocess the tailings at Golden Sunlight. 

I believe the citizens of Montana knew what they were voting for when they first, in 1998, 
and again, in 2004, voted to restrict cyanide heap and vat leach open-pit gold and silver 
mining. I veto SB 306 because it contradicts the explicit will of Montana voters, and 
because it provides for mining activities that are already allowed by existing statute. 
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