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In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the 
laws of the State of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill No. 255 (SB 255), "AN ACT 
REQUIRING THE FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS COMMISSION TO FOLLOW 
CERTAIN CRITERIA FOR MAKING DECISIONS RELATING TO THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO HUNT OR FISH." 

Senate Bill 255 mandates the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) Commission to undertake 
extensive additional bureaucratic process without associated benefits. 

The fiscal note for this bill estimates an additional cost of over $1.4 million per biennium 
to meet these burdens, but no funding was included for the new requirements imposed 
by SB 255 in the general appropriations act, House Bill 2. I stand with Montana 
sportsmen, who believe their license dollars are better spent on more important hunting 
and fishing priorities. 

In the midst of various competing interests and emotionally-charged issues, the FWP 
Commission conducts itself in an effective and transparent manner, providing several 
steps for significant public input along the way. Justifications for proposed changes to 
fish and game management decisions and data to support those changes are always 
included in recommendations from FWP to the Commission. Proposed changes are 
introduced to the Commission formally at regularly scheduled and publicly advertised 
meetings. At those meetings public comment is taken, and if a proposal is tentatively 
adopted, it then goes out for at least a 3~-day public comment period. Additional public 
meetings are often held to consider complex regulations and proposals, and meetings 
are often held in locally-affected areas as well. All public comments are provided to the 
Commission for its review, as is a summary of public comments. Proposals are then 
returned to the Comrnission with any changes resulting from public comments, and are 
either approved, approved with changes, or denied by the Commission. 

By way of example, the public process for adopting biennial hunting regulations starts 
with a public scoping process to identify significant issues. Scoping is followed by the 
adoption, in a Commission meeting, of proposed regulations that go out for public 
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review and comment for at least 30 days, and includes 44 public meetings throughout 
the state. Finally. the process concludes with a public Commission meeting where all 
public comments are considered in the final adoption of the biennial hunting regulations. 

Governing criteria and objectives related to fish and wildlife management are clearly 
defined in Montana statute and rule -- probably more so than in any other aspect of 
state government. Additionally, many of these decisions go through Montana 
Environmental Policy Act review. 

I see no benefit in adding to the already considerable public processes in place. All 
Commission business is conducted using sound scientific data, through a very public 
process, with recorded minutes available from each meeting. Be that as it may, I am 
directing the Department and the Commission to continue to meet the intent of this 
legislation by broadening as much as possible their public processes and, where 
necessary, more clearly spelling out management criteria and objectives. 

RIAN SCHWEITZER 

OVERNOR 
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