
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

BRIAN SCHWEITZER JOHN BOHLINGER 

GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR 

April 21,2011 

The Honorable Jim Peterson 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

The Honorable Mike Milburn 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear President Peterson and Speaker Milburn: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the 
laws of the State of Montana, I hereby veto Senate Bill No. 237 (SB 237), "AN ACT 
PROVIDING AUTHORITY FOR TESTING AND PREVALENCE REDUCTION OF 
BRUCELLOSIS IN LIVESTOCK AND WILDLIFE; ESTABLISHING RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR TESTING COSTS; REQUIRING REPORTING; PROVIDING RULEMAKING 
AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

The intent of SB 237 to reduce the prevalence of brucellosis is laudable. Unfortunately, 
the requirements contained in the bill do not meet its intent. Senate Bill 237 has the 
potential to jeopardize the effectiveness of the designated surveillance area (DSA) put 
in place by the Department of Livestock and approved by the United States Department 
of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. The DSA protects the 
state's entire livestock industry and has earned the confidence of state veterinarians 
across the country, most notably from the states that are Montana's closest trade 
partners. Additionally, while brucellosis prevalence reduction in wildlife is an objective 
championed by many, there are currently no practical tools available to accomplish 
prevalence reduction within a wild elk population, particularly when the disease is being 
perpetuated in Wyoming elk feeding grounds and remains present in Yellowstone 
National Park bison and elk. 

Further, SB 237 creates an additional and unnecessary burden for orders promulgated 
that specifically address brucellosis. I have already signed into law a bill passed by the 
2011 Legislature, HB 54, addressing Department orders for disease control purposes, 
allowing orders to remain in effect for five years. The policy established in SB 237 
regarding and arising out of the same subject is inconsistent with and far more 
disruptive than the policy established in HB 54, a bill introduced By Request of the 
Economic Affairs Interim Committee, which notably passed both houses of the 
Legislature without a dissenting vote. 
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Notwithstanding my veto, I intend to continue the efforts already made by my 
administration, which are consistent with the goals of SB 237. I have directed the 
Departments of Livestock and Fish, Wildlife, and Parks to continue to work together, 
along with landowners and livestock producers, to develop brucellosis surveillance and 
risk management plans. This work with landowners will continue to minimize the risk of 
comingling between livestock and elk and reduce contact during the times of year when 
brucellosis transmission is most likely. Funding for these risk management activities 
was included in the budget I submitted to the Legislature and remains in HB 2 at the 
present time. Finally, I also have directed the Department of Livestock to continue to 
communicate regularly with affected livestock producers in the DSA about the status of 
brucellosis and the importance of the DSA in protecting Montana's livestock industry. 

For these reasons, I respectfully ask that you sustain my veto of SB 237. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BRIAN SCHWEITZER 
GOVERNOR 

cc: Legislative Services Division 


