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Helena MT 59620 

Dear Secretary McCulloch: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the 
laws of the State of Montana, I hereby veto House Bill No. 616, "AN ACT CREATING 
AN AGRICULTURAL LAND ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO ADVISE THE 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ON IMPROVING THE VALUATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL LAND; DIRECTING THE AGRICULTURAL LAND ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE TO REPORT TO THE REVENUE AND TRANSPORTATION INTERIM 
COMMITTEE; REQUIRING THAT THE AGRICULTURAL LAND ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE IN THE VALUATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL LAND; AMENDING SECTION 15-7-201, MCA; AND PROVIDING 
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

House Bill 616 would summarily fire the twelve current members of the Agricultural 

Land Valuation Advisory Committee and replace them with new personnel of the 

majority party's choosing, despite the fact that the Committee has discharged its 

responsibilities with timeliness, efficiency, and productivity. 


Particularly, this bill is a deliberate affront to the presiding Committee chair, Dr. Gerald 

Nielson, from Montana State University. Mr. Nielson is a world-renowned soil scientist 

whose leadership has been exemplary. His expertise, moreover, is precisely what is 

needed on this committee, given that the productivity valuation of agricultural land is 

based on soil science. It is clear from the Senate floor debate on this bill, however, that 

the majority leaders in the Legislature have a preferred candidate in mind to replace Mr. 

Nielson-even though that preferred candidate does not possess comparable 

credentials as a professional soil scientist. 


Furthermore, by summarily firing not only Mr. Nielson but the entire Committee 
memberShip, HB 616 disparages the good work of the sitting Committee members, who 
are dedicated, hard-working people representing multiple sectors of agriculture from the 
far corners of the state. And by reducing the number of appointees from twelve to 
seven, the bill would also have the effect of reducing representation for certain sectors 
of agriculture. I am concerned that the majority leadership could replace these working 
folks with several Helena lobbyists who share the ideology of the majority leaders. 
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Finally, the bill blurs the distinction between executive branch advisory functions and 
legislative oversight. Not only would the Committee be tasked with advising the 
Department of Revenue on agricultural land valuation, it would be tasked with 
investigating the Department's work and reporting its findings directly to the Revenue 
and Transportation Interim Committee. In this respect, I believe HB 616 raises serious 
separation of powers issues that I find untenable. 

I have vetoed HB 616 for all these stated reasons. 

Sincerely, 


