
 
 
 
April 15, 2011
 
The Honorable Mike Milburn
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
Dear Speaker Milburn:      
 
In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Montana, I hereby return with amendments House Bill
416 (HB 416), “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR QUALITY ASSURANCE ACTIVITIES BY MEDICAL PRACTICE GROUPS; PROVIDING FOR
CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF QUALITY ASSURANCE COMMITTEES; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
House Bill 416 authorizes medical practice groups of two or more practitioners to establish quality assurance programs to review pending medical malpractice
claims, conduct risk management activities, and undertake quality assurance reviews of individual cases or general practices.  Perhaps the most prominent
feature of the legislation is that it assures confidentiality of the matters discussed and considered by a quality assurance committee. 
 
My concern with the legislation is that I believe its confidentiality provisions extend too far in one particular.  The legislation, as written, appears to allow facts
about a medical treatment to be withheld from a patient if the facts do not appear in an “incident report or occurrence report,” but are disclosed in the context of
the quality assurance committee proceedings.  Certainly, the facts about the medical care provided to an individual should not be withheld from that individual –
regardless of where those facts come to light, i.e., in the patient’s medical chart or in the discussions of a quality assurance committee proceeding. 
 
My amendment assures that a patient will always have access to the facts about the care the patient received.  In keeping with the bill’s overall intent, the
amendment continues to assure that the mental impressions, conclusions, opinions, or theories about the treatment of a patient, when discussed by the quality
assurance committee, will stand protected as confidential, thereby serving the ultimate goal of quality assurance programs – to provide the best quality medical
care of patients. 
 
I ask you for favorable consideration of my proposed amendment to HB 416. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
BRIAN SCHWEITZER
GOVERNOR
 
cc:  Legislative Services Division
 
 
 

 

Amendments to House Bill No. 416
Reference Copy

 
Requested by the Governor

 
For the House Committee of the Whole

 
Prepared by Todd Everts
April 15, 2011 (10:50am)

 
 
1. Page 3, line 18.
Strike: "subsection"
Insert: "subsections"
Following: "(6)"
Insert: "and (8)"
 
2. Page 3, line 25.
Strike: "A"
Insert: "Except as provided in subsection (8), a"
 
3. Page 4, line 24.
Insert: "(8) (a) Except as provided in subsection (8)(b), the confidentiality provisions of this section do not extend to facts about a patient or

facts about the medical care provided to a patient. 
(b) The exception to the confidentiality provisions contained in this subsection (8) does not extend to mental impressions, conclusions,

opinions, or theories otherwise discussed or developed in a quality assurance committee proceeding by members of the committee."
 
                                                                        ‑ END ‑
 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/AmdHtmH/HB0416GovAmd.HTM

1 of 1 4/21/2011 12:44 PM


