
 
 
 
April 13, 2011
 
The Honorable Mike Milburn
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Helena, MT  59620
 
The Honorable Jim Peterson
President of the Senate
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620
 
Dear Speaker Milburn and President Peterson:
 
In accordance with the powers vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the laws of the State of
Montana, I hereby veto House Bill No. 180 (HB 180), “AN ACT REVISING THE CLOSE OF VOTER
REGISTRATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-301 AND 13-2-304, MCA.”
 
In 2005, a bipartisan Montana Legislature voted by a margin of 141-9 to allow Montana citizens to register to
vote at any time through Election Day, eliminating an antiquated and onerous law that prohibited citizens from
voting unless they registered 30 days in advance of an election.  Since taking effect on January 1, 2006, a total
of 42,905 eligible Montana voters have used this new law to register to vote and, of these voters, 18,747 have
registered on Election Day.  
 
In spite of the fact that the 2005 voting measure received near unanimous approval, HB 180 is now attempting
to roll it back, by prohibiting voters from registering on Election Day.  This attempt at making voting more
difficult is made without any showing that it is necessary.  At committee hearings in both chambers, the
proponents of HB 180 testified that this legislation is necessary to root out “voter fraud,” but failed to produce
a single verifiable example of any voter fraud that has occurred in Montana as a result of Election Day
registration.
 
As Montana Secretary of State Linda McCulloch stated in her opposition to this measure, HB 180 advances
the notion of bureaucracy over democracy, placing a harsh penalty on those wishing to exercise the
fundamental right to vote.      
 
The Montana Legislature is unwise to trample on our citizens’ freedom in this way, and my Administration will
continue its consistent efforts to prevent any needless incursions on the freedom to cast a ballot.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Brian Schweitzer
GOVERNOR
 
cc:  Legislative Services Division

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2011/AmdHtmH/HB0180GovVeto.HTM
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