
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 17, 2011 

 

SENATE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 20 

 

 

The Honorable Timothy Z. Jennings, President Pro Tempore 

And Members of the New Mexico State Senate 

State Capitol Building 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

 

 

Dear President Pro Tempore Jennings and Members of the Senate: 

 

Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Article IV,  Section 22, I hereby 

VETO and return SENATE BILL 187, which was enacted during the Fiftieth Legislature, 

First Session, 2011. 

 

As a vocal advocate of increased government transparency and efficiency, I agree with 

the intent of this legislation.  But similar to the advocacy group, New Mexico Foundation 

for Open Government, I have concerns with the way it is written. 

   

First, I am concerned that without the proper safeguards in place, the broad authority 

given to the Legislative Finance Committee’s Program Evaluation Division could 

compromise confidential information which is housed in executive State agencies and 

departments.    

  

While confidential information, like an individual’s tax returns or sensitive law 

enforcement records, would normally be protected when an executive branch agency is 

responding to public information requests, there is no language in Senate Bill 187 that 

guarantees this same level of protection after the LFC receives the information from State 

agencies or departments.  I am also concerned that there are not any penalties for the 

LFC’s potential release of this information. 

As the executive and legislative branches continue to work together to increase 

accountability in State government, I have committed to Senate Bill 187 sponsor, 

Representative Paul Bandy, that my administration will work in a cooperative manner to 

provide any information the Legislature deems necessary to make credible decisions on 
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behalf of our constituents.  I look forward to continuing this partnership and working 

with the legislature to address this initiative in the future.  

 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

 

 

Susana Martinez 

Governor 

 

 

RECEIVED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

Time:  _________________   a.m.  p.m. 

Date:  _________________  2011            By__________________________________ 

           Secretary of State                                                             

 

 

 

Time:  _________________  a.m.  p.m. 

Date:  _________________  2011  By  ________________________________ 

      Chief Clerk of the Senate   

 


