
 
                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 6823
 
TO THE SENATE:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Senate Bill Number 5992, entitled:
 
    "AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
      relation  to  certification  of  payment  of  rent  by  the  human
      resources administration to the tenant"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New  York
to  mandate that when the Human Resources Department pays rent on behalf
of a tenant receiving public assistance, it must issue  a  certification
of  that  rent  payment upon request of the tenant. The sponsors' stated
purpose is to ensure that those receiving public  assistance  in  paying
their  rent  are not subject to eviction proceedings when their rent has
been paid simply because they cannot prove this  fact  outside  a  court
proceeding.  I am very sympathetic to this goal, and I commend the spon-
sors for their efforts in seeking to address this concern.  Nonetheless,
I am compelled to veto this legislation,  as  it  entitles  an  unfunded
mandate on New York City.
 
  Proponents  of  the  bill  suggest  that  the  staff responding to 311
inquiries could provide the information needed at minimal cost, and that
the number of unneeded court cases that would be avoided because of this
mechanism would make up at least  that  amount.  Since  the  bill  would
impose  additional responsibilities on New York City employees, however,
it is unclear why using the 311 system would remove any costs associated
with the added work. Moreover, the bill places no limit on the number of
certifications that may be requested, which is  likely  to  augment  its
costs.  As  to  the  reduction  in litigation the bill would purportedly
provide, any such reduction in expense is at best  speculative,  partic-
ularly  given the fact that there already exists a mechanism for obtain-
ing the information the bill would provide.
 
  While there is room for skepticism about the amount of cost this  bill
would  impose  on  the City of New York, in the current fiscal climate I
cannot impose an unfunded mandate on New York City, notwithstanding  its
laudable purpose.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


