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To the Members of the California State Assembly:

I am returning Assembly Bill 1335 without my signature.

By increasing the number of signatures required of a write-in
candidate, this bill could deter an individual from challenging an
incumbent for the office of superior court judge.  I have long
supported the people's right to transform their government, whether
through, initiative, referendum, or recall.  Allowing write-in
candidates to oppose a current elected official is a similar
opportunity for the people to make their voice heard.

The situation noted by proponents of this measure highlights the
unfortunate possibility for abuse by individuals that launch a
campaign based on prejudice.  However, this regrettable incident does
not warrant the significant change proposed in this bill.  Our
democracy is successful in part because it is structured with three
co-equal branches of government.  Current law regarding write-in
candidates allows an individual to challenge a Member of the House of
Representatives with as few as 40 signatures, and state
constitutional officers with as few as 65 signatures.  This bill
would create a new standard for superior court judges, increasing the
requirement in some counties to 1,000 signatures.  This would set a
precedent that I cannot support.

Consequently, I am unable to sign this bill.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger


