
VETO MESSAGE - No. 6815
 
TO THE SENATE:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Senate Bill Number 6967-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  town  of  North  Greenbush to offer an
      optional twenty year retirement plan to  certain  police  officers
      employed by such town"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  North  Greenbush  police  officers  are  eligible  to join an optional
20-year retirement plan authorized by Retirement and Social Security Law
("RSSL") Section 384-d. According  to  the  sponsors'  memoranda,  seven
police  officers  were not offered the 20-year retirement plan when they
were hired. Thus, for reasons not ascribable to the  negligence  of  the
officers, they failed to make a timely application to participate in the
optional 20-year retirement plan.
 
  The  bill  would  authorize  North  Greenbush  to re-open the optional
20-year retirement plan authorized by RSSL Section 384-d, to  allow  the
enrollment  of  these police officers: Kate Anslow, Joseph Farrell, Lisa
Giddings-Fumarola, Michael Merola, Randy  Pastore,  Douglas  Pinzer  and
Clifford Ruschmeyer. All past service costs associated with implementing
the provisions of the bill would be borne by North Greenbush.
 
  According  to  the  fiscal  note,  the  legislation  would  lead to an
increase of approximately $21,700 in the annual pension contributions of
North Greenbush for the fiscal year ending March  31,  2011,  and  there
would be an immediate past service cost of approximately $221,000, which
would be borne by North Greenbush as a one-time payment.
 
  North Greenbush originally sought this legislation. Since the Legisla-
ture  passed the bill, however, it has become clear that North Greenbush
would not be able to amortize the prior service cost associated with the
seven officers. At the  same  time,  current  budget  constraints  would
prevent North Greenbush from being able to pay such costs from operating
funds.  In  light  of  this  situation, the town supervisor and the town
board of North Greenbush have indicated that they no longer support  the
bill.
 
  In  matters that impact only one jurisdiction, it is important to give
some deference to the wishes of that local government. Inasmuch as  this
bill  applies  only  to  North Greenbush, and to the extent the town has
indicated it does not want this bill enacted, I am constrained  to  veto
it.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


