
VETO MESSAGE - No. 6772
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 699-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  direct the law revision commission to make recommenda-
      tions to the legislature  concerning  proposed  revisions  to  the
      general  city  law, the town law, the county law, the village law,
      the general municipal law, the local finance law and  any  related
      statutes"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This  bill  would direct the Law Revision Commission ("Commission") to
review the laws related to local government and recommend  revisions  to
these  laws  to make them simpler, easier to administer and more equita-
ble.
 
  As noted in the legislation, the statutory structure for local govern-
ments is overlapping and outdated.  The  last  complete  revision  of  a
general  law  relating  to local government was the 1972 revision of the
Village Law. Nonetheless, a comprehensive study of laws affecting  local
governments requires significant time and resources, neither of which is
provided by this bill. The December 1, 2011 deadline for recommendations
set  forth  in  the bill also does not provide sufficient time to review
the many volumes of laws that affect local  government.  The  Commission
already  informally  has  requested  that this deadline be extended. The
Commission, which is funded  by  the  State,  would  require  additional
resources to undertake this task at a time when the State is in a fiscal
crisis. The Division of the Budget and the Commission estimate that this
would  cost  approximately  $800,000,  and  the  Commission is unable to
complete a study of this magnitude within existing resources.
 
  While the intent of the bill is laudable, it would  create  a  signif-
icant unfunded obligation without additional appropriation authority. In
light  of  the  State's grave financial condition, I simply cannot allow
such a cost to be imposed. The appropriate place for discussing  such  a
proposal  is in the budget process, where any expenditure can be weighed
against other outlays and available revenues.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


