
VETO MESSAGE - No. 6768
 
TO THE SENATE:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Senate Bill Number 1736-B, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to amend the education law, in relation to trustees of the
      state university and city university"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would bar the Governor from appointing any individual to the
Board of Trustees of the State University of New York (SUNY) who is  the
employee  of, or under the supervision of, the Governor. An exception is
made for members of the classified civil service and  the  president  of
the SUNY student assembly. The bill would place a comparable restriction
on  the Mayor of the City of New York with regard to appointments to the
City University of New York (CUNY). The sponsors' stated purpose  is  to
ensure  the  objectivity and independence of SUNY and CUNY Trustees. The
route they have chosen to reach their goal  unfortunately,  would  limit
the  Executive's power and ability to select the best candidates for the
Boards of Trustees in New York's public higher education institutions.
 
  In the past,  Governors  have  appointed  high-ranking  administration
officials  to the SUNY Board, and Mayors have appointed deputy mayors to
the CUNY Board. There is nothing inherently wrong with this approach.  A
Governor or Mayor may select such individuals as a sign of their commit-
ment to the State's university system, to ensure that the priorities and
initiatives of the elected executive are reflected in the Board's delib-
erations,  or because the individual appointed has talents, abilities or
knowledge that will be of benefit to  the  Board.  These  are  perfectly
appropriate choices and priorities, and there is no need for legislation
to  restrict  them.  Indeed, the boards of these institutions are suffi-
ciently large to allow for a variety of viewpoints and experiences to be
represented, including those of  the  Executive  Chamber,  a  particular
state agency, or the Office of the Mayor as the case may be.
 
  With  this  bill,  the Legislature is seeking statutorily to limit the
ability of the Governor and Mayor to select the  individuals  they  deem
most  appropriate. The Legislature has the means, however, to adequately
vet the Governor's nominees. Its power lies  with  the  Senate,  in  its
advice  and  consent  role. This check is a sufficient limitation on the
Executive.
 
  Further, should the people of New York find that the appointees of the
Governor are not well suited or find that those who are nominated  to  a
board  do  not  serve the interests of the institution, there is a poli-
tical and electoral process by which  those  grievances  can  be  aired.
Unfortunately, the Legislature has chosen to place broad and unnecessary
limitations  on  executive  authority  to appoint appropriate members to
public university boards, rather than use  its  existing  Constitutional
powers  of  advice  and consent. I simply cannot agree to straightjacket
future executives in this manner, in regard  to  such  important  public
bodies.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON



                              __________


