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                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 6767
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 11330-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to  amend  the  correction  law,  in relation to requiring
      certain reports to the legislature regarding correctional  facili-
      ties"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This  bill  would  expand  the  types of information the Department of
Correctional Services (DOCS) must report annually to the Legislature  on
the  staffing  and  capacity  of the State prison system. The bill would
also require DOCS to include a report on the impact of a proposed prison
closure on prison staff and programming when issuing a formal  announce-
ment  of  the  closure  of  a  facility. I understand that a significant
purpose of the bill is to evaluate whether  proposed  facility  closures
are necessary.
 
  I am constrained to veto this bill for three reasons. First, the level
of  detail  that would be required in the annual report is extraordinary
and unnecessary. Further, in many cases its usefulness  to  policymakers
would  be  very  limited,  as  it would result in a static "snapshot" of
State correctional facilities at a particular point in time,  but  would
provide little understanding of the dynamic operation of the system that
is  required to make decisions about safe and efficient management. I do
not believe that the significant burdens that would be imposed  on  DOCS
by  this  bill  are justified by the value of the additional information
that would be produced.
 
  Second, the bill would require DOCS to  provide  detailed  information
about  the  effect  of  a  proposed  prison closure on staff a full year
before the closure, although much of this information is  not  available
so far in advance. The result would be inaccurate guesswork, which would
obfuscate rather than clarify debates about such closures.
 
  Third,  because  the  bill  would  impose new obligations on DOCS, new
staff would be needed to gather  and  collate  the  required  data.  The
Legislature  identifies  no source of funds to support this function. To
mandate that DOCS comply with the proposed reporting requirements  would
be irresponsible in light of the current financial situation.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON



                              __________


