
VETO MESSAGE:
 
                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 6764
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 10180, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  to amend the executive law, in relation to authorizing the
      secretary of state to accept service of  process  and  receipt  of
      mail  on behalf of victims of domestic violence for the purpose of
      maintaining the confidentiality of the location of such victims"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill, which is similar to a bill I vetoed last year  (Veto  8  of
2009), would authorize the Department of State ("DOS") to accept service
of process and receive mail on behalf of victims of domestic violence in
an  effort to assist them in maintaining confidentiality. The bill would
require DOS to log and forward mail to victims of domestic  violence.  I
strongly  support  providing  enhanced safety measures for such victims.
This bill, however, carries a fiscal impact to the State, and the Legis-
lature has identified no funding source for  the  activities  associated
with  its  implementation in this year or in future years.  Therefore, I
must disapprove it.
 
  DOS estimates that, when fully implemented, this bill could result  in
1,500 victims registering to participate in this program and 7,000 piec-
es  of  mail  that  would  be  handled,  necessitating several new staff
members. The Division of the Budget estimates that  this  program,  when
fully implemented, could cost the State in excess of $5 million annually
in  new  resources  for  DOS.  This  bill takes effect nine months after
enactment and no appropriation is contained in the 2010-2011  Budget  so
that  DOS  can prepare to implement this program. I also will not sign a
bill which simply pushes the majority of  its  costs  to  future  years.
Given  these  difficult  economic  times, I am constrained to disapprove
legislation which results in an additional fiscal burden to the State  -
no matter how worthy the goal.
 
  Finally,  I  note  that  the  bill  includes  a definition of domestic
violence much broader than in the bill before me last year,  and  encom-
passes  any  violation  of the Penal Law directed against another family
member, including economic crimes. Given the costs involved, any  legis-
lative  effort  at the measures proposed in this bill should be confined
narrowly to those individuals who are victims of domestic  violence,  as
that  term is commonly understood. This bill however, moves in the oppo-
site direction, casting a broad net that is unwarranted by the  purposes



of the bill, and which inevitably would drive costs higher.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                    (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


