
VETO MESSAGE:
 
                         VETO MESSAGE - No. 6752
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 5602, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  authorizing  and  directing the department of health to do
      research and study as to the effects of  psychostimulants,  selec-
      tive  seratonin  reuptake  inhibitors,  antidepressants  and other
      drugs which are prescribed for attention  deficit  disorders,  ADD
      and ADHD, for school age children"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would require the Department of Health (DOH), in conjunction
with  the  Office  of Mental Health, the Office for People With Develop-
mental Disabilities and the State  Education  Department  to  conduct  a
study and perform research on the effects of psychostimulants, selective
seratonin  reuptake inhibitors, antidepressants and other drugs that are
prescribed for school-age children with attention  deficit  disorder  or
attention-deficit/hyperactivity  disorder (collectively ADHD). The study
would be conducted in accordance with rules, regulations  and  standards
established  by  the  Commissioner of Health, and would focus on harmful
side effects of such drugs, the tools and methods used to diagnose ADHD,
the  appropriateness  of  different  medications,  and  any  demographic
disparities  in  diagnosis.  The  bill also would require DOH to issue a
report on its finding within two years of the bill's enactment.
 
  I appreciate the sponsors' concerns with  this  timely  and  important
issue.  The  type of research and study that would be required under the
bill, however, is not within the realm of the core  responsibilities  of
these  State agencies and should be left to the physicians and research-
ers who treat, diagnose, and study these disorders. Notably, a number of
federal agencies have conducted and continue to conduct research on ADHD
and the pharmacologic treatment  thereof.  Accordingly,  the  activities
required  by  the  bill  would  be  duplicative of existing research and
studies, and outside the appropriate role of the  affected  State  agen-
cies, all of who recommend that the bill be disapproved.
 
  Moreover,  complying  with  the  bill  would require the dedication of
significant resources, and with no funding included  in  the  budget  or
otherwise  made  available  by  the  bill for this purpose, the agencies
would be forced to divert scarce  resources  away  from  other  critical
activities.  This  is  not  appropriate  in  a  time  of  severe  fiscal
constraint.



 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


