
VETO MESSAGE - No. 19
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 10466, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT  designating  state  owned  lands, located in the hamlet of
      Westhampton, town of Southampton, county  of  Suffolk,  under  the
      jurisdiction  of  the  state department of environmental conserva-
      tion, as the Edwin M. Schwenk Memorial Nature Preserve"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would name approximately 154.3 acres of State-owned land  in
Westhampton,  Suffolk  County,  as  the Edwin M. Schwenk Memorial Nature
Preserve. Such land is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC). The bill would also direct the DEC Commis-
sioner to suitably mark the lands accordingly.
 
  DEC has a long and proud tradition of designating State lands by their
well-known local, historical or geographical names, and  has  maintained
for  decades  written  policy consistent with this tradition. The agency
determined many years ago that this approach to naming lands best serves
the public and promotes better public recognition and understanding.  An
occasional  exception has been made, for example, where the donor of the
entire parcel of land on which the park  was  created  conditioned  such
donation on the park's receipt of a particular name, and in one instance
to  memorialize a victim of Flight 93 on September 11, 2001, who resided
near the nature preserve at issue.  While DEC continues  to  apply  this
naming  principle  to  its lands, it remains open to designating capital
improvements in honor of individuals who  have  contributed  substantial
effort  or  resources  in the project.   I have heard nothing to suggest
that this policy is anything but successful.
 
  I do not quarrel with the laudable  intentions  behind  this  bill  to
honor a person known for his local political, business and environmental
accomplishments.  Mr.  Schwenk  was known for his work in support of the
Long Island Pine Barrens Protection Act in 1993.  In  addition  to  that
impressive  accomplishment,  Mr. Schwenk served as Executive Director of
the Long Island Builders Institute and as Chairman of the Suffolk County
Republican Committee.
 
  Nevertheless, the DEC Commissioner urges  me  to  veto  this  bill  to
preserve  the  agency's time-honored tradition of naming lands under its
jurisdiction. While I am persuaded by the Commissioner's  arguments  and
desire  to  adhere to this tradition, I also urge him to consider desig-
nating an appropriate capital improvement in honor of Mr. Schwenk.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON


