
June 4, 2010
 
The Honorable Susan Bysiewicz
Secretary of the State
 
Dear Madam Secretary:
 
I am hereby returning without my signature House Bill 5455, An Act Concerning the Master  
Transportation Plan, the Transportation Facilities Assessment Report, the Pilot Commission the  
Maritime Commission. 
 
As the title of House Bill 5455 indicates, this bill contains a variety of sections dealing with our State’s 
transportation system, many of which I would ordinarily be pleased to sign into law.  The final section 
of the bill, however, would undo detailed plans that my administration, working with the Department of 
Transportation (DOT), has developed to greatly increase parking capacity at the train station.
 
We are all acutely aware of the need for increased parking at the stations along Metro North’s New 
Haven Line, particularly at the station – our State’s busiest.  I have worked with the DOT to develop a 
plan that will boost the number of new parking spaces at the Stamford station by as many as 1000 
provide replacement parking opportunities during the reconstruction of the existing parking garage.  
 
Currently, there are approximately 700 parking spaces in a building that opened in the late 1980s is in 
increasingly deteriorating condition.  Our plan calls for the construction of a new, 1,000-space parking 
garage adjacent to the station prior to the demolition reconstruction of the existing garage, so as to 
provide convenient, plentiful, alternative parking.  When all construction/reconstruction is completed, 
all 1,700 spots will be available for commuter use.    
 
This bill, however, prohibits the use of state bond proceeds for the construction of a new garage, 
requiring instead that the funds be used only for the repair, reconstruction or expansion of the current 
garage, which would leave commuters without a parking garage during the reconstruction.  As a result, 
an already untenable parking situation for frustrated commuters will be exacerbated as spots are taken 
out of service during the various stages of reconstruction.  I do not believe that this provision is in the 
best interests of the commuters who utilize the train station.  It is unclear to me where these commuters 
will park during the repair, reconstruction or expansion of the existing garage if we are not permitted to 
use the funds for construction of a new garage.  
 
I would also note that this provision was included in an amendment that was hurriedly quietly passed 
by the House Senate in the last 30 hours of the legislative session was never the subject of a public 
hearing.  Passing an amendment, the provisions of which have not been subject to the scrutiny of the 
riders whose daily lives it will affect,   which negates a year’s effort in developing a workable plan is 
not the best way to ensure that our present future needs are met.    I do not underst the logic that 
compels the hasty passage of an amendment that severely limits the state’s options.   
 
Further, this provision is incompatible with section 4 of Public Act 09-186 which requires the DOT to 
make alternative parking spaces available in the vicinity of the station before beginning demolition of 
the existing parking garage.   We have proceeded in accordance with the provisions of this section our 
plan ensures that adequate parking will be available throughout the demolition reconstruction phase of 
this project.   I must therefore question the need for this last-minute amendment.
 



 For these reasons, pursuant to Section 15 of Article Fourth of the Constitution of the State of 
Connecticut Article of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut, I am returning 
House Bill 5455, An Act Concerning the Master Transportation Plan, the Transportation Facilities  
Assessment Report, the Connecticut Pilot Commission the Connecticut Maritime Commission, without 
my signature.
 
Very truly yours,
 
 
 
M. Jodi Rell
Governor


