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The Honorable Kate Brown
Secretary of State
136 State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

Dear Secretary Brown:

I am returning Enrolled Senate Bill 1046unsigned and disapproved.

I have long advocated for mental health parity and improving the integration of mental
health and physical health disciplines in order to improve the overall health of Oregonians, and
increase access to services to underrepresented populations. However, I am concerned that
Senate Bill 1046 as written creates serious policy and regulatory conflicts.

Furthermore, I believe that a policy change of this significance requires more safeguards,
further study and greater public input than was provided during the February special session.

I believe that the best first step toward achieving the goals of Senate Bill 1046 is for the
legislature to authorize in the 2011 Legislative Session a pilot program that would generate data
on which to inform and guide solutions that give greater access to broader mental and physical
healthcare.

Finally, I write to comment and urge caution on an issue that has arisen with each of the
bills I have vetoed today. All three bills proposed changing a long-standing Oregon public
policy. I have a serious concern as to whether the Special Session in February provided
opportunity for citizens and interested stakeholders to be adequately involved in the development
of these proposed major policy changes.

The public give-and-take is critical to crafting and amending legislation by allowing all
interested parties to be involved in the development of public policy. I believe we must always
be open and transparent when we are proposing changes to long-established Oregon policy,
especially in a short legislative session.
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The Regular Session in 2011 will give all parties, including the public, a more
meaningful opportunity to be part of the legislative process.

Sincerely,

0Z;l/~~
THEODORE R. KULO~~SKI
Governor
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Cc: Senate President Courtney
Speaker Hunt
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