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The Honorable Kate Brown
Secretary of State
State Capitol
900 Court Street NE
Salem OR, 97301

Dear Secretary of State Brown:

I am returning Enrolled Senate Bill 1014 unsigned and disapproved.

With one exception, this measure is a well-crafted clarification of the operation of
executive branch boards and commissions that I worked with the Legislature on in order to
update and standardize the practices of state boards.

I am exercising my veto solely because of Section 21 of the Enrolled bill. Section 21
would authorize the Governor to appoint no more than two members who are employed by a
school district to the seven-member State Board of Education. It also deletes the existing
prohibition in ORS 362.021(2)(a) of appointment of any individual who is currently engaged in
teaching, administration or operation of any school. In this respect, SB 1014 represents a
significant policy modification that I believe is inconsistent with the need for impartiality among
the members of the Board of Education.

The selection of public board and commission members to serve as policy makers for
Oregon is one of the most important duties we exercise. During my many years in public office,
I have seen the value that these citizens provide as they seek to carry out the responsibilities we
have assigned to them. Although many state boards are made up of stakeholders relevant to the
subject matter on which they provide advice, that is not the case with the Board of Education.

The existing statute appropriately permits appointment of former educators to the board,
and in fact two members of the current Board of Education are former school employees. While
it is important for the Board to listen to, and understand the effect of their deliberations and
decisions on, various interest groups, especially educators, the appointed members' duty is to
serve the interests of all Oregonians. My veto will ensure that this continues to be the case with
the Board of Education.
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Finally, I write to comment and urge caution on an issue that has arisen with each of the
bills I have vetoed today. All three bills proposed changing a long-standing Oregon public
policy. I have a serious concern as to whether the Special Session in February provided
opportunity for citizens and interested stakeholders to be adequately involved in the development
of these proposed major policy changes.

The public give-and-take is critical to crafting and amending legislation by allowing all
interested parties to be involved in the development of public policy. I believe we must always
be open and transparent when we are proposing changes to long-established Oregon policy,
especially in a short legislative session.

The Regular Session in 2011 will give all parties, including the public, a more
meaningful opportunity to be part of the legislative process.
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