
To The House of Representatives of Alabama
Alabama State House 11 South Union Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I transmit herewith to you a message from the Governor,
returning House Bill 44, without the Governor's signature and
approval, but with the following veto message.

Done this 2nd day of March 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Ken Wallis
Chief Legal Advisor

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

To The House of Representatives of Alabama
Alabama State House 11 South Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36130

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am returning to you, the body in which it originated,
House Bill 44, without my signature and approval.

This bill is seriously defective in many respects.
First, this bill is bad public policy.

Secondly, in these times of economic downturn in the
State of Alabama and the severe pressures of the General Fund,
this bill will further reduce the General Fund of the State of
Alabama; thus, adversely impacting government and government
services provided by the various departments of state
government.

Thirdly, the provisions of this bill do not provide how
the additional funds, payable to four counties only,
Limestone, Madison, Marshall, and Morgan, will be appropriated
or used. Instead, this bill takes away budgetary prerogatives,
appropriation prerogatives, and expenditure prerogatives from
the respective county commissions and transfers these
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prerogatives to the legislative process which can much more
easily be abused, which can be controlled by few instead of
many, and can easily become subject to unreasonable
expenditures in the nature of "pork," as opposed to
reasonable, logical, and prioritized budgeting and expenditure
as a part of the respective general fund budgets of the four
counties.

In addition, and extremely significantly, this proposed
legislation does not take into consideration the potential
huge loss of funds to large numbers of counties and
municipalities throughout the state, the General Fund, the
Public Welfare Trust Fund, and the Special Mental Health Fund,
and does not take into consideration a huge potential windfall
to these four named counties, or the other 12 TVA-served
counties, if the Tennessee Valley Authority builds additional
power generation facilities in Alabama, particularly nuclear
power generation facilities, as are currently planned and
being discussed. The non-TVA dry counties, which include 30
counties in the State of Alabama, will be limited to their
current revenues, regardless of the increased payments in lieu
of taxes by the Tennessee Valley Authority with huge capital
expansions, while the four named counties and the other 12
TVA-served counties might receive extremely increased revenue
distributions. It is imperative that any bill of this nature
take into consideration the likelihood of both significant
capital expansion by the Tennessee Valley Authority and the
accompanying likelihood of the significant additional payments
in lieu of taxes which would be made in such event by the
Tennessee Valley Authority. There must be an equitable and
reasonable distribution of funds in the future, as well as at
the present time.

This proposed legislation simply needs more study and
work.

For the foregoing reasons, and for other logical and
equitable reasons, I hereby veto House Bill 44 and encourage
you to concur in this veto.

Done this 2nd day of March 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Riley
Governor


