
 
            
                          VETO MESSAGE - No. 73
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 7581-A, entitled:
 
    "AN  ACT to amend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
      allowing the use of rifles for  hunting  in  Ontario  county;  and
      providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration there-
      of"
 
      NOT APPROVED
 
  Environmental  Conservation Law (ECL) Section 11-0907(2)(a) sets forth
the regular deer hunting season in various regions  of  the  State,  and
restricts the weapon that may be used. Deer hunting in Ontario County is
currently  limited  to  the  use  of  a  pistol, shotgun, muzzle loading
firearm, or long bow. This bill would amend Section 11-0907(2)(a)(i)  to
add  Ontario County to the list of counties in which deer hunting with a
rifle is now authorized.
 
  The Ontario County Legislature passed a  resolution  requesting  State
legislation  to  allow deer hunting with a rifle only in that portion of
the county that is south of the Route 20 highway in the county,  because
that  area is less densely populated, and more suitable to such hunting.
Through a technical drafting error, the bill would authorize hunting  in
the  entire county. The error is highlighted by the sponsor's memorandum
that refers to a bill that would authorize deer  hunting  with  a  rifle
only south of the highway.
 
  While  I  support  the  intent of the bill to expand opportunities for
deer hunting with a rifle in the less densely populated areas of Ontario
County, I am constrained to follow the considered recommendation of  the
State  Department  of  Environmental Conservation (DEC), and the present
request of the Ontario County Administrator and Legislature in light  of
the  drafting error, to veto this bill. I am requesting DEC to work with
the County and sponsors to correct the bill.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


