
 
                          VETO MESSAGE - No. 57
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 8405-C, entitled:
 
    "AN ACT to create a temporary New York state War of 1812 200th anni-
      versary  commemoration commission to promote the 200th anniversary
      of the War of 1812"
 
      NOT APPROVED
 
  This bill would establish the New York State War of 1812  200th  Anni-
versary Commemoration Commission (Commission) to promote the 200th anni-
versary  of  the  War of 1812. The Commission would be empowered to: (1)
coordinate the commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812
from now through 2015; (2) plan and execute an organized series  of  War
of  1812  reenactment  tourism  events,  highlighting seven key historic
sites within the State; and (3) promote War of 1812 educational  studies
in elementary and secondary schools.
 
  The  Commission,  which  would  be comprised of 24 members, would have
broad authority to appoint staff, hold public and private hearings with-
in or without the State, request and receive assistance from any  agency
or  other  instrumentality  of the State or of any political subdivision
thereof, and enter into any agreements and perform any acts necessary to
serve its mission. Although the members would not be  compensated,  they
would  receive  reimbursement for expenses associated with their Commis-
sion duties. The Commission would cease to exist at the end of 2015.
 
  The Commission that would be established by this bill  is  similar  to
two  existing  commissions established to commemorate historical events.
The Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial Commission was  created  in
2002 to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the voyages if Henry Hudson
and  Samuel  de  Champlain  and the 200th anniversary of Robetr Fulton's
first steamship voyage along the Hudson River. The New York State French
and Indian War 250th Anniversary Commemoration  Commission,  created  in
2004,  oversees  the  commemoration  of the French and Indian War, which
lasted from 1754 to 1763.
 
  Those commissions, like that proposed in this bill, serve  the  worthy
goal  of historical remembrance, and can help to promote tourism. Today,
however, we face a  deficit of $2.1 billion in 2009-10, which will  grow
to  $4.6 billion in 2010-11. As I recently announced, I am developing an
Economic and Fiscal Recovery Plan for release  in  September  that  will
eliminate  the current-year deficit and steer the State back on the road
to fiscal stability. We will not reach that destination  by  undertaking
expenditures  that are not absolutely necessary. Based on the experience
of the existing commissions, the Commission proposed by the bill at  had
is estimated to cost approximately $2.25 million over a five year period
-  an  amount that is not insignificant, and one that I am not convinced
is necessary.
 
  Let it be understood that I fully support the objectives of this bill,
and thank the sponsors for their efforts in drawing  attention  to  this
significant bicentenary. If we fail to recognize the sacrifices of those



 
who  fought  to protect our freedom in the wars of the past, we dishonor
not  only  those  brave  soldiers  but also those who fight for the same
ideals in the wars of the present. If we fail  to  appreciate  the  rich
heritage and historical significance that contribute to the identity and
character  of our State, we loosen the ties that hold us together. If we
fail to teach our children the lessons of yesterday,  we  do  not  equip
them  to  understand  the world of today and to prepare for the world of
tomorrow. But we do a great disservice to the people of this State if we
fail to consider how we can meet  these  important  obligations  without
exacerbating the current fiscal crisis.
 
  The  historic  sites  referenced  by the bill already draw significant
numbers of visitors and conduct educational programs, and several  regu-
larly  host War of 1812 reenactment events. Significantly, some of these
sites are already engaged in planning to celebrate the upcoming anniver-
sary of the war and others will no doubt do so  as  2012  draws  closer.
Additional efforts to coordinate and promote these activities and events
on  a  statewide  level  would  certainly be of benefit to the sites and
their surrounding communities, as well as to  the  public  at  large.  I
believe,  however, that the goals of this bill could be achieved without
convening a formal commission of 24 appointees, and by relying on avail-
able existing resources.
 
  Accordingly, I have directed members of my  staff  to  work  with  the
relevant  state  agencies,  including representatives from the Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, the Department of  Economic
Development,  the  State  Education Department and such others as may be
appropriate, to develop a framework for coordinating  the  commemorative
activities  surrounding this historic event. My staff will consult with,
among others, the sponsors of this legislation, the historic sites  that
played  a significant role in the War of 1812 and the organizations that
support them, and members of the reenactment community. My  goal  is  to
allow  the  State to promote the observance of the anniversary of one of
its important historical events  without  further  contributing  to  its
historic deficit.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


