TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14 ofthe Texas Constitution, I, Rick Perry, Governor of Texas, do hereby
disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 223 of the 81st Texas Legislature, Regular Session, due to the
following objections:

Senate Bill No. 223 would have given a governor the authorty to grant a pardon to a person
who had received a judgment of deferred adjudication in a criminal case. Before the authority
could take effect, however, the voters also would have to pass a constitutional amendment
granting that authority to a governor. The joint resolution that would have allowed the people
of Texas to grant that authority to a governor did nat pass during the 81st Legislative Regular
Session, and Senate Bill No. 223 provided that, without the passage ofthe amendment,
Senate Bill No. 223 had no effect.

Senator Royce West, Representative Senfronia Thompson and others haveworked diligently
to seek the passage ofa good bill.

Currently, only a person who has been convicted of a crime is eligible for clemency
consideration. A person who hasreceived a judgment of deferred adjudication is not a
convicted person, leaving a person who receiveda lesser form of punishment ineligible to
receive clemency. That is not right or equitable.

Because the statutory authority must bere-enacted by a future legislature along with a joint
resolution for a constitutional amendment that is approved by the people ofTexas, I
reluctantly veto Senate Bill No. 223 because it has no effect.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have signed my name officially and caused the Seal of the State to be
affixed hereto at Austin, this the 19th day ofJune, 2009.

RICK PERRY
Governor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:
COBY SHORTER, IIT
Deputy Secretary of State



