
VETO MESSAGE:

 
                          VETO MESSAGE - No. 4
 
TO THE ASSEMBLY:
 
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
 
Assembly Bill Number 1511, entitled:
 
    "AN ACT to amend chapter 912 of the laws of 1920, relating to allow-
      ing  and  regulating  boxing,  sparring  and wrestling matches, in
      relation to the commission quorum required to do business"
 
    NOT APPROVED
 
  The State Athletic  Commission  (Commission),  an  entity  within  the
Department  of  State (DOS), performs regulatory and licensing functions
in regard to boxing and wrestling in New York. The  Commission  consists
of  three  members who are appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate. The Governor designates one  of  the  members  as
chair.  At  present,  two  of the members of the Commission constitute a
quorum to do business, and the concurrence of at least two commissioners
is necessary to render a determination  by  the  Commission.  This  bill
would  change  the quorum of the Commission to two of the members of the
Commission, including the  designated  chairman,  if  any,  unless  such
            ___________________________________
chairman is incapacitated.
 
  The sponsors' stated purpose in imposing the new quorum requirement is
to  ensure  that  decisions  are  not taken absent the chair, who is the
commission's only full-time member and manages its  day-to-day  affairs.
While  I  agree  that the Commission should make the most informed deci-
sions possible, this bill, which is opposed by DOS, is  problematic  for
several reasons.
 
  First,  the  Commission would not be able to act unless the chair were
present at a meeting. The only exception would be if there were no chair
appointed, or if the chair were incapacitated.  This  could  impair  the
ability of the Commission to make timely decisions.
 
  Second,  the  proposed quorum requirement would significantly increase
the power of the chair in relation to the  other  two  commissioners.  A
chair  could  unilaterally  prevent  action  by the Commission simply by
choosing not to attend a meeting. In short, the bill would  codify  into
the law an effective veto right for the chair.
 
  I  appreciate the efforts of the sponsors to make the Commission func-
tion more effectively. I must give deference on this issue, however,  to
the entity with the most direct expertise in the Commission's operation:



DOS. In light of DOS' opposition to this legislation, and because it has
provided  cogent arguments as to why the new structure would not be more
effective than that now in place, I cannot  support  enactment  of  this
bill.
 
  The bill is disapproved.                  (signed) DAVID A. PATERSON
                              __________


