
To the Senate:

 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the New Jersey Constitution, I am returning Senate Bill 
No. 1880 (Second Reprint) with my recommendations for reconsideration.

 

A.       Summary of Bill

This bill would create a sentencing commission with broad authority to study aspects of the criminal 
sentencing laws.  Members would include persons with experience in criminal justice issues, law, judicial 
administration, and victims’ rights advocacy.  The bill would repeal the laws establishing existing 
commissions that have related but somewhat different missions, including the Criminal Disposition 
Commission, which I am advised is in the process of preparing a report. 

 

B.       Recommended Action

I commend the sponsors for their substantial efforts to improve the criminal justice system, and agree 
with them that much good can be accomplished by studying our sentencing laws, and particularly by an 
analysis of the practical effects of these laws.  Indeed, my Administration has supported changes to our 
State’s sentencing scheme, some of which were recommended in analytical studies.  I am advised, 
however, that certain changes to this legislation would be appropriate to ensure that the bill is not 
misinterpreted to prevent the new sentencing commission from studying other issues that affect the 
handling and ultimate dispositions of criminal matters.  In particular, the Criminal Disposition 
Commission, which would be repealed by this bill, recently has focused on disparity issues, including 
racial and ethnic disparity, during the various stages of the criminal process, including charging decisions 
and other pre-indictment issues.  Such issues are vitally important and deserve consideration by any body 
charged with making recommendations to ensure and enhance the fairness and effectiveness of our 
State’s criminal justice system.   For this reason, I recommend that these issues be expressly included 
among those to be studied by the new sentencing commission to be created by this legislation, to avoid 
any confusion regarding whether the new commission is authorized or directed to study them.  I also am 
recommending certain other technical changes I am advised are necessary in order to implement the bill’s 
provisions, and to give the Criminal Disposition Commission a short period of time to conclude its work.

Accordingly, I herewith return Senate Bill No. 1880 (Second Reprint) and recommend that it be amended 
as follows:

 

Page 2, Section 1, Line 10:                               After “Sentencing” insert “and Disposition”

                                                           

Page 3, Section 2, Line 32:                               After “resources.” insert “Additionally, the commission 
shall consider issues regarding disparity in the criminal justice process, including but not limited to racial 
and ethnic disparity issues.” 



 

Page 3, Section 2, Line 34:                               Delete “concerning criminal sentencing” insert “as well as 
any other relevant information.”

 

Page 3, Section 2, Line 39:                               Delete “may” insert “shall”

 

Page 4, Section 2, Line 12:                               Delete “and”

 

Page 4, Section 2, Line 18:                               After “sentence” insert  “; and

 

(7) A review of disparity issues in the criminal justice process, including but not limited to racial and 
ethnic disparity issues, whether evidenced in sentencing outcomes or at earlier stages of the criminal 
process, such as but not limited to charging and plea decisions, and recommend appropriate revisions  or 
other means to address any such issues.”

Page 4, Section 5, Line 29:                               Delete “and P.L.2003, c. 265”

 

Page 4, Section 5, Line 31:                               Insert “6.  P.L.2003, c.265 is repealed.”

 

Page 4, Section 5, Line 32:                               Delete “6.” Add “7.”

 

Page 4, Section 5, Line 32:                               After “immediately” insert “upon enactment, except that 
Section 5 shall take effect immediately

upon enactment or on May 30, 2009, whichever event occurs later.”

 

###


