
April 8, 2009

To the Honorable President Pro Tempore
and Members of the Oklahoma Senate
First Session of the Fifty Second Oklahoma Legislature

     ENROLLED SB 4

     This is to advise you that on this date, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section
11 of Article VI of the Oklahoma Constitution to approve or object to legislation presented
to me, I have VETOED Senate Bill 4.

     The right to vote is among our most precious freedoms, guaranteed to all eligible U.S.
citizens regardless of their race, gender, religion, income level or social status, and
policymakers must be especially careful when tinkering with this fundamental right. By
mandating new identification requirements, Senate Bill 4 would have established an
unnecessary impediment to exercising this most basic freedom in conflict with Article III,
Sec. 5 of the Oklahoma Constitution which states, “All elections shall be free and equal. No
power, civil or military, shall ever interfere to prevent the free exercise of the right of
suffrage, …” A small but still important minority of registered voters, many of whom are
senior citizens or the working poor, do not have easy access to an official form of
identification, and, therefore, could be discouraged from participating in the electoral
process by the restrictions contained in SB 4.

     Respected, non-partisan advocacy organizations such as the League of Women Voters
and the American Association of Retired Persons oppose voter identification laws, citing
projections that as many as 21 million eligible voters, including 78,000 in Oklahoma, do
not have appropriate identifying credentials and could be negatively impacted by such
legislation.

     Oklahoma already has a model state election system, one that has earned national
praise for its accuracy and efficiency and has operated without the taint of voter fraud. It is
not in the best interest of the election system or Oklahoma citizens for the Legislature to
enact new participation requirements for registered voters and additional and potentially
confusing verification duties for election workers that could cause undue delays and longer
waiting lines at the polls, potentially discouraging even more citizens from voting.

     At a time when it is difficult to attract more than half of the registered voters to the
polls at any given election, we must make voting easier and more convenient for registered
voters, not more difficult and confusing.

By the Governor of the State of Oklahoma
/s/Brad Henry


