
Amended Substitute Senate Bill 380

Governor Ted Strickland vetoed Am. Sub. SB 380, which proposed changes to Ohio elections laws.

 

Governor’s veto message:

 

“Under Section 16, Article II of the Ohio Constitution, when the General Assembly adjourns sine die, 
preventing return of a bill to the General Assembly, the bill becomes law unless, within ten days after 
such adjournment, it is filed by the Governor with the Governor’s objections in writing, in the office of 
the Secretary of State.  The 127th General Assembly adjourned sine die on Tuesday, December 30, 2008. 
Senate Bill 380 was subsequently presented to me on Wednesday, December 31, 2008.  The adjournment 
of the 127th General Assembly has prevented my return of the bill and written objections to the house of 
origin.   As such, this statement of my decision to veto Amended Substitute Senate Bill 380, along with 
my written objections to it, below, will be filed with the Secretary of State.  

 

I disapprove of the enactment of Amended Substitute Senate Bill 380 and have the following objections 
to it. The bill addresses issues that are too complex and controversial to properly address in a lame duck 
session, including: the operation of the statewide voter registration database, the role of election 
observers, the overlap between voter registration and early voting, and the appointment of county board 
of elections members.  In my judgment, many of the provisions are overbroad and may make elections 
administration even more difficult, potentially limit opportunities for Ohio citizens to vote and expose the 
Secretary of State’s office and boards of elections to the risk of new and costly lawsuits.

 

I remain supportive of a deliberative, bipartisan process to craft meaningful improvements to Ohio’s 
elections system.  Ohio voters deserve the thoughtful administrative and legislative changes that can 
come out of such a process.”


